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FOREWORD 


The Central Institute of Indian Language* war set up 
on the 17th July, 1969 with a view to moisting and fo-nrdmatnig 
the development of Indian language*. Ihc Institute wil charged 
with the responsibility of serving as a nucleus to bring tegethcr 
all the research nnd literary out-[Hit frniii the various linguistic 
stieanu to a common ltead and uai rowing the gap between basic 
research and developmental research in die f elds of hnruages and 
linguistics in India. 

The Inilitute and its four regional centres are thus engaged 
in research and teaching which lead to the publication of a 
wide-ranging variety of materials. Preparation of materials 
designed for teaching'learning at different levels and suited to 
specific needs is one of the major areas of interest of the Institute 
Basic rrvarrh relating to the acquisition of language and study of 
language in its inrun fold psycho-social relations constitute another 
broad range of its intexcsi. Tlic publications will indudr. materials 
produced Isy the members of thr stair of the (antral imuuilc of 
Indian Languages and its Regional Language Centres and 
asociated schol.sis fioui universities and institutions, both Indian 
and foreign. 

The Central Institute of Indian Languages has initiated the 
Pnanetu Rtadtr Strut in Indian languages with a veiw to 
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presenting the range of phonetic variation obtaining In this 
sub-conunem and demonstrating die closeness of language on die 
basis of phonetic patterning. These Readers arc biased toward* 
learning the Hound systems of languages. Thus it is hoped that 
this series will be of interest to both scholars who are interested in 
phonetic studies and practical learners of languages who wish to 
make a beginning in their language study. 

If these materials help solving the problems in the State 
.md help in understanding the people speaking the language, then 
our efforts will have been amply icwutded. 



Dftefor 



PREFACE 


The Census of India 1961 enumerate* 1652 moihertongue? 
in die country Besides the language* lilted in the Eighth Schedule 
of the Indian Constitution their arc some languages with 
nilxttantial number nf speaker*. Same such language* haw a 
long literary tradition, and creative work* liave been produced 
in tlimi for ernturirs. Manipuri, a language belonging u> the 
Kukr-iihin group of the l ibcto-Chinese sub-family, b such a 
language- It has borrowed rttemi\elv over the centuries I rom 
the neighbouring languages, ma.ulv Indo-Atyan languages, due to 
geographical, historical and cultural reason' Manipuri is spoken 
in the enstrm jmrt of the country l»y 621244 speaker* Majority 
of the Manipuri speaker* 1 502632 peramsj are in the Manipur 
State. Rest of the speaker* are spread primarily in A*vam (B90S4 
persons and in Tripuia (27940 persons). Manipuri I also called 
Meithcij is at present the a state language of Manipur and is used 
in education, administration and other spheres of life in Manipur. 
It i« iisrd a% medium of instruction at the school stage and is hIbo 
allowed ai an optional medium for college education. It i* also 
a subject of study at the college and university stage in Manipur 
and in scare nthci universities in eastern India. In spite of all 
thu a rouipichensive synchronic study of the language along 
modem linguistic lines is mil not available. 

The Central Institute of Indian Languages under its tribal 
mid border languages ineardi piogrammc has undertaken a study 



of Mauipun language in ail its aspect*. It is vbtialiaeri to publish 
a synchronic grammar, u trilingual dictionary and instructional 
materuls for Manipuri besides thr present Phonetic Reader 

The present Vfan'^wM Phonetic Reader describes the Manipuri 
sounds for two types of audience : 

1. The In nv tinge teacher and the educated adult 

learner. 

2. The linguist. 

Taking into consideration the dual purpose of live Phonetic 
Rrailer an effort has been made to presetit the sound system of 
Manipmi with as little terminological complexity as possible while 
not sacrificing sufficient and accurate information of Manipuri 
sounds The Phonetic Reader in its introduction gives a general 
ilr scrip'ion ot the structure of the Reader. 

In the first chapter i general introduction of the speech 
organs together with a sagittal section of dtc speech tract it given. 
Tliis chapter altn gives a brief arc omit of the classification and 
production of speech sounds. 

The second chapter gives a classification and description of 
Manipuri speech sounds. Il presents first thr tonal fra turn and 
then segmental sounds The description of the** sound* singly 
and in clusters is also given. 

The third chapter gives an analysis of Manipuri phonemes 
It briefly introduce* the relevant concepts and discusses mine 
problems of phonemic analysis of Manipuri like tree variation, 
nasalisation, etc. It b followed by n description of the allophonei 
of the phonemes and their distributions The second part of this 
chapter gives an account of the present Manipuri writing system 
which is an adoption of the Bengali writing system. Certain 



deficiencies in the present day writing system have been pointed 
out and suggestions for modfications thereto are also given. 

The last chapter gives phonetic drills for inculcating and 
practising the correct pronunciation of Manipuri. 

The Phonetic Reader does not claim to be complete or 
perfect. There are certain areas still left untouched. Thus 
there is no description of the international features in the Phonetic 
Reader. Although it i> true that the pronunciation of a language 
can be more effectively learnt with the aid of the native speaking 
teacher the usefulness of a Render like the present one cannot he 
underestimated It is hoped that the Reader will be useful to 
learners and teachers of Manipuri alike and also to interested 
linguistic scholars working on Manipuri. 


H Ci. MISRA 
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INTRODUCTION 


The prr.Meni phonetic icadci aim* Lo describe scientifically 
but in sample terms the promindatiofl of Manipuri speech 
•minds. Although it does not claim to be an exhaustive study of 
M&nipuri speech Sound? with nil minute details, vet it describes 
the sounds ot M ami pun in such a manner that the reader may 
bccoiw fairly familiar with them and may be able to pronounce 
them correctly with a native-like proficiency. The author has in 
mind the Innguagr lwtmrrsi as well as the language trachcrs of 
Manipuri, who find it difficult to understand how a particular 
sound is to be produced »uk! described to the learners and thus 
feel the need of a scientific description of various speech xounds 
of Manipuri. 

Manipuri sounds arc described in fairly simple terms with¬ 
out using lermmolofpcal mnnplredly. The sounds which may bo 
unfarniliai to the learners or dilliculi for the teachers from the 
instructional point of view arr specially singled out and rmphn- 
ized while giving phonetic drills Tor practice. 

Although terminological usage is kept at minimum, the 
sounds in dm phonetic trader are described according to con¬ 
vention* of phonetics, i.f-, first of all thr various moirmenti of 
speech organs m die oral cavity arc explained and tluni the 
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movftncntj of the rest of l)ie vn&il organs. The dcKription of 
each sound comUts of die following details : 

a) The phonetic definition of the sound 

b) The movements of speech organ* during the production 
uf a particular snnuri. 

c) The distribution of the sound. 

d) Examples Ixssni on the distribution. 

e) Notes and instructions for die Iramers as well as 
teachers wherever necessary'. 

Additional phonetic drills are also given m Chapter Four 
for further prat tier. 

A brief outline of Maitipun Phonology la given in Chapter 
Three, A note on adoption and adaptation of Manipuri Script 
is nl*> given in the same chapter to cater to the needs of learners 
as well as teachers in this regard. 



1. DESCRIPTION OF SPEECH ORGANS 

AND THE 

PRODUCTION OF SPEECH SOUNDS 


When <* lritmcr karri A new language 

(1) lir lias to m G^niir all the sounds uttered and 

(2) lie should be aide lo pioduce tlicm to the satisfaction 
ol the native speakers ot that language. 

The b.vwc linnwlrdgr of sprrch organs and rhr.ir finwitirm- 
ing in the formation of iperch mumli with specific rrfrrence to 
Manipuri sprrrh sound* will lirlp both the learner, and the 
teacher who IiikJs it cliEicult lo understand and explain how a 
particular sound is to be recognised and produced. It is interest¬ 
ing to note that phonntion or production of speech sounds is u 
secondary function of these organs. 

The whole set of Spuek Organi can be classified into two 
kinds. **Z , articulators and the points of articulation. 

Ann ul.uoi * » .in lie movod more or less I rceiy and can. 
thus !*■ made to assume a variety of positions. The Points of 
Art "uniat ion <iit rrl.itivrlv less mobile and in some eases hxed points 
or arras lying above the articulators which thrsr may touch or 
approach. The articulator* as wrll ax thr |X)inu of articulation 
can be seen Iron the given sagittal section of speech tract as 
shown in the ligurr, 
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la Upper lip 
lb I«rtv\rr lip 
2a Uj>p»*r troth 
2b Lower teeth 

3 Tip oT ibr bm 

4 Blade of the 

tongue 

5 Front of the 
tort£uc<al*o called 
middle or centre) 

6 ILieh of llie ton- 
rut (nl»o called 
dortuin) 

7 Root of the 
tongue 

Alveolar ridge 
(aI%> oillwl teeth 
ridge) 

Hard palate 
Soft palate (ill*) 
called velum) 

11 Uvula 

12 V«lk 

13 Kpiglotti* 

14 (Hottit 

15 Vocal cordt 


a 


9 

10 



The lower lip, the lip of the umgur, the blade of the 
tongue, the front ol ihr tnrnpir, thr hid ol thr langur and the 
root of the longue .ire tlir articulators 

l*hr upper bp, thr tnrth riilijr nr alveolar ridge, hard jwl.itc 
and soft palate are die (mints of articulation. 
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Thr otlirr organs involved in the pnxluctirm of sjicrch 
mu nils arc thr teeth, uvula, vHie, pharynx, epiglottis, glottis, vor^l 
mrds and larynv. 

Thr formation of speech found* can lx* th-xrribed by dis* 
cussing brrrtfy each of thr articulators, mentioning their typical 
movement* imd p»iuom ; rnsnnfti ami typsrnl points of 

articulation. 

Sounds arc produced by human In-bigs when the column of 
air is funiishrd by the lungs, from which it is rxprllrd by cou- 
i rolled action of the diaphragm. As this arr pa«rs upward 
through thr larynx and the pharynx, aid ilrn forward and out 
through the mouth m llir host hi diiuugh botli, its tlow may lie 
Btop|x*d, impeded or kft relatively unobstructed at varkm* points 
along the way However, thr shape of the chambers through 
which it passes tnay be variously modified. 

Lowrk lip : 

I*hr fowtt tip may form a complete closure of thr mouth or 
Hal pnxctgr by being pmvd firmly or loosely against the Uppar 
Lip, as for [p] in [pal], [b] m |lia:lm], or [ml In hmltl, «c. 

The two li|» may It pursed and protruded to a certain degree 

• •• 

forming a more oi lew* roughly circular opening of various 

dimension*, as for [w] in jwarriL vowel [u] in [tik^p), furl tn 

• • 

«:taL etc. 

Thr sounds artirulacrd by thr lower lip are called Labial. 
They nu»y I"’ Protruded (both thr lips pursed and protruded) or 
Hitohiat (lower lip prrwd againM the upper lip) or Lobiodtntul 
(lower Up against thr upper teeth). In Manipur) tniiwls arr 
Bilabial with a certain dgrree of protrusion. For example, [p] 
as in [prt:ba|, [p k | as in lp h ( |, |b| a* in l twin Am], lb k ] as in 
(b k ano:t], etc. 



6 VAKIPtTU niO.VETlC KKAI»FK 

Thf Tongue : 

TIjc lun^ur i* a highly mobile articulator and different part 
ol it can Ixr moved almost independently. For this reason it is 
useful to treat three srctiom of thr tongue as scpariur at lieu* 
la lor*. 

Tip of thk tongue or Apex * 

Tl»e •‘1/'#' can be rjosrd to form a complete closure against 
tl»r edge of ihr upprt teeth ox Alveolar Ridge as for ft] in fill , 
<»r |d] In [thi:n| ( »*c Against the some point the apex can form 
A Una 11 irroove .shaped aperture as for [f| as in [arm:] etc. It ran 
form an occlusion in the nirduui line of the mouth leaving a 
lateral opening as for [I] in [lum| rtr It can I** cuTlcd back 
uhile touching or upprouching the alveolar ridge as for [r] in 

[iuq] etc. 

'ITir Sounds at licutatrd by the a|xx including the blade arr 
culled Apical. They may lie Dcntol (ajK x forming a ocUunr: 
.igainst the upper teeth I or AUtilat (aprx forming a clusuir 
against the alveitlai idgcl or (apex in curled position 

forming a closure against the alveolar ridge). In Manipuri 
sounds arc both .l/i«lsr and Ritra/Ux (to a certain drgrrr), For 
rxuniple, ft] as in [tin], |t h ] as in (i h ab;ik], fd) as in fdarku], 
(d k ] as in [d*o:ln:k], |s) as xn (suna:J, In) as in Initg], (1] as in 
|!>• Q], fr] a% in [rain] or [parda:| and It] ns jji [tin). |f] as in 
lpA(da:] etc. 

Front or centre of the Tongue : 

Tile ./*•*/ usually aniniLites against the Hard Palate, It 
can form a complete i Insure again** the hard palate vtliich lie* 
directly about it when ihc mouth is closed and the tongue 
relaxed. It can form a complete closure against the hard pulate 
as for [cj in [cr k], or [j] in [jaun], etc, Agaimt the »u.c point 
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the front rail form n tmall groovr-Mutccd u|iniiin ax tor [x]in 

. •< I 

I * 1 n ) nr. t )nr of (hr 1110*1 important I auc tions <>1 the front part 
of Ton^ur* 1 .r „ anterior of front i< to modify die shape of oral 
cavity in thr* articulation ol semivowel [v| m |ya:b.i| and vov.rU 
as f«>i |i| in |lnha|, fi.| in |cl in |r: 1 *iu»l> ru 

Fhe sounds formed With tl»e front of tlir tongue mr railed 
Frontal They may I** Pre-pnlutsl t M*dto-[>al<ttal and Post.p^lata^ 
indicating th.n thr front louche* or Approaches the antriior, 
the middle or the posterior port of thr hard palate, respectively. 
Ill Nlanipuri, there ;nr Prt~Pdlatdl .»rid Mtdi»-Palatat xniiidt 
For example, f 1 ] as in fice:|, f»:| ** m frnf:], |r:] as in |e:*iya:) 
nnd [c] as in [cc:-] l [c 1 *] ns in fcViniJ, [|| as in f jag<V >], [j*] 
us m [j h am], [#] as in [Sr:n] and [v] ,u in [vn:] t etc 

Back or Dorsum : 

The Pack *f thr T«nguf extends from n point rear to thr 
centre or front of thr: tongue to il»r root of thr tongue. Tlie 
part of Lhc vocal tract which lies directly alimt thr dorsum i* 
called the Soft Palate or Valum. Tlie Uvula is thr snutll, 
fleshy pendant hanging from die posterior edge of die velum. 
The Ytlmm acts as n flip m coxier fur rhe opening which leads to 
the naial cavity. When thr velum i* raiacd, thr opening in shut 
off, and thr air stream is furord to flow rntircly through thr Oral 
Cairit)t. Wfu-ti the vrliirn is lowered, llic air stream has access to 
the .Va$a! Caetfy. 

Thr P 9 t\um can form an occlusion Again*! son* pan of thr 
velum as foi [k] in [ki ;]. [%] in [<uli], [n] in [jk:"| etc It 

is possible to produ< r a constriction in the Pharynx (il»c cavity .it 
the rxlrrinr buck of the mouth firtwrrn the mtfAnre to thr nasal 
cavity, velic and the larynx) by retracting die lowest part of 
the doisum often culled tlie Pool */ Lkt Tcmguf or simply by 
contracting the musculature of the pharynx itself. One of the 
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important functions of Uk dorsum i* (o modify the shape of the 
oral cavity in ihe atrticuUuon of vowrU M for [u] in [uni:], [w:] 
in [tl rUa and lo:] in [<i:Ui] clc. 

Thr sounds formed with tl»P hack of the tongue air. tallrd 
Dorsal oi Velar. T!ir\ uuv l k ami 

P*At-Vfta*. In Manipur i, llirrr arr Mtdiu-Vtfot and Ptst- 
Vtiui sounds For example, (kj as in [ko rj], [k k ] os m [ k h a: ] 
[ k ] »* « [*****]. [g h J as in (K^i:] mid [ij] as rr [gasf] clc. 

Pharynx : 

Sound! 41 Undated in the plurvnx arr rallrd Phtrjmgal, 
Larynx: 

All the au cxjicllrd Trom die lung! or drawn into thrm 
mast pas* thtcmxli die larynx—a complex ururturc o! cartilage, 
inuarW-* and membrane*. dir top of the wmd-pipr. 

Vocal Cords : 

Thr mnftl imrmting pulls of larynx air die Iwo parallel 
transverse hanks or hand* of imisrlr extcndinir from front lo 
back. ihe* air known ai vocal cord* rvrn though thf'.rr is 
iKithing cord-like a lx Mil dir*r muscles. 

Glottis : 

Hit sjiarr between dir vocal cords is called the irlottn. Fur 
ordinary' Inn thing die xlottn rrmaim open. 

'Ihe voca! lord* air capable of exticuicly dr lira ir adjust¬ 
ment Ihe GUtt’* ran f«e ramowvd, reduced to a slit or closed 
mutely. VMrn it is onlv dtghdy narrowed, die air cm rent is 
h.nuly impeded. Tui* is the position usually assumed for iIk* 
M in hay 1 , hlj etc. When it is closed, Use air c or r ea l is 
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completely stoppped, and no air car* flow into or out of the lungs 
until Lhc closure is ickascd as iu the production of [t] iu [lii:!uj 
etc. 

Sounds formed in this region are called F«qc*l. They 
may be Pharjmgal, GlvitaI or Larjngal. In Manipuri, these arc 
only Glottal sounds as [l] in [ciilluti], and h] in [hlk], etc. 

When the glottis is nearly but not quite do9cd, the passing 
air current «:ts die clastic edges of tlic vocal cords into rapid 
vibration which produces the sounds technically known as Yeiced 
sounds. Any sound except glottal stop [ ! ] can be pronounced 
both with or without voice, f.f, with and without the: concoont- 
tant vibration of vocal coids. 

Those sounds in the production of which the air stream is 
first stopped completely at some point or the other a.id then 
released with a strong puff of air, are known as Aspirated sounds. 
If this puff of air is ttol relrasrd tlwn llir sounds tints produced 
are called Uaaspiralrd sounds Feu example, in Manipuri fp 1 *] 
as in Qi*f j6n], [b h ] in [h b a:hj [t u ] in [t b H mini], [d b ] in 
[d J armn], [c fc ] in [c^aitra], [j* 1 ] in [j*n : l], [k n j in [k ft ar>ba] 
and lg kl ] in arv aspirated sounds. 

On ihe basis of Minair of Articilofioi the speech sounds 

are classified os— r+trmh or F^reitifi, AV'«fr, 

Lateral- T’tlt’.<nd 'urwci <• ’ w>i &u nt- Vt'irr -nd 

7r*#J, 


Stop* 

Sfof soj. k1s »uc produt. .-u uy stopping die air current 
completely at some point by closing the passage through which 
it flow* and tlicn releasing it abruptly with a certain degree of 
explosion howsoever minimal in sorue eases. In Manipuri, for 

f 

2 
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example, stop sounds aic both Votctltts and VoittJ, Cnatpir&lts 
and Aspirates, i.4^ [p, t, {, k; p\ t\ k b ; h, d, g; b' 1 , d b .ind g*]. 

Affricates : 

Affricate sounds arc produced by stopping the air stream 
completely at some point by claims the passage through which 
it flown and ihm releasing it slowly allowing the* nir vtream to 
squeeze through a narrow aperture causing a certain ilegiec of 
friction. In Manipuri, such sounds arc both Vaictitit, Voietd 
and UtwpiraUj, Aspirates, t.£., [<*, j • and c fc , j b ] 

Spirants or Fricative* : 

These sounds arc produced by iuii rowing tbr air passage 
up to die point of constriction at some point •*» hi to leave only 
a narrow’ aperture, shaped either like a sin or like a groove, 
for the air current to squeeze through causing u ociuun degree 
of friction. In Monipuri, for example, the Graovtd Spirants are 
of Voiceless nature, i.* H [*, 1 and lij. 

Nasal* : 

Nasal sounds are produced by closing die oral cavity at some 
point as for the stops and then the air stream is allowed to pass 
through the nasal cavity by lowering the soft palate. In Maui* 
puri naml sound* aie Voktd % c.g. t [m, n and 3 ]. 

Laterals: 

These sound* arc produced by doeuog the median line of 
the oral cavity at some point along the centre, but leaving a free 
passage for the air stream to flow out on bodi sides of the 
obstructed point. In Maiupun, there is only one VvicrJ Lateral 
sound, f.f, [ 1 ]. 
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Trills : 

Trills ftrr produced when the passing of the air current 
causes the raised tip of the tongue to vibrate rapidly or to flap it 
against wine point of articulation In Mnmpuri there is a 
Ynietd Trill sound [r] and a Flap sound [f]. 


Semi-Vowels : 

arc produced by a rapid glide of the *ir- 
culatorv organs to or from the relatively unobstructed position of 
tongia* in a modified oral cavity Ixuh by tlic position of lips and 
the lower jaw as the case may be. In Manipun, for example, 
sounds of this kind arc //i/aiicd/ Swttww/ [ w, u ] and 
\(eii«pnlnt*l Semiinutl [y, jj 


Consonants : 

In the production of Ctjuonctls the air cuirrnt ummnlctrlv 
xtopped by an occlusion of the laiynx, or the oral tKtmnge, nr the 
r vasal passage or is forced to squeeze ihrougli *» narrow' aperture, 
or is deflected from the median line of its channel Uuo*»<di a 
lateral opening or causes one of the supmglollal organs to viorate 
or the rclrasc is made with or without a strong ptifT of air or 
explosion, as die caar may be. 


Vowels s 

In the production of YtU'/h ih»* air passage is left rrlativdv 
unobstructed but the shape of oral cavity is modified by various 
rnuvrinruts of the tongue, tlie lower jaw and me lips. The 
posit mu of tire tongue as svell as lower jaw wnd the shape of lips 
determine die final shape of oral cavity and thus tlic quality ol 
vowels. In Manipuri die latrsi sounds arc [i, i:, c\ a, a:, o:, u, u:]. 
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Tonis : 

Sounds (vowels] produced with a relative but contrastive 
pilch intemity by the varying terurncu and vibration of vocal 
cords arc known .ns having different registers in the form of 
Contours, their combinations and over In pings. Thus, die pitch 
accrnl occurs concurrently with thr vowel sounds and therefore, it 
ij a dependent realization. However Icrxkally significant pitch 
differences are called Tonrnes and thr langungr a Ton/ Laugmgr, 
In Manipnri for example, there arc three conti.t*iing Tontfuit i r. p 
falling, rising and level. 


Seomental ani> Supra Segmental Sounds : 

Speech sounds so formed can he divided broadly into two 
major categories, viz., SrgmdMtal and Suysairgmmtal sounds. A 
sound raurd by the movement of a single a i lieu hi tor or 11 it 
synchronous movement of several articulators may be called a 
S«gm/ntal sound. The segmental Sounds can be further subdivided 
into Cansonontf and Vomxls, The Stops, AJJriooUs, Spirants 
.Vjjj/j, fatttals, Trills and are known as Coo sox* tilt. 

Other sounds are Vouult. Tlie Snpiaitgwntal tonnJs are those 
sounds which occur over stretches of segment.*! units in j syllable 
basil ally over die obligatory segment that is a vowel. Stipra- 
scgmtmUl sounds can be classified in lont, Sims and fnUnmtum. 

Various criteria which are considered in the description and 
classification of vowels and consonants arc as follow*. 

The classification of f«wli is based on the following 

criteria : 

a) The pan of the tongue that is raised 

b) The height to which the tongue is raised or thr lower 

jaw is raised or lowered. 

c| The shape of the lips. 
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Part of the Tongue : 

Depending upon thr portion of tnnguf that is involved in 
the production of vowel *hi ids they arc called Front, Back and 
Central which is nnthf r nont nor back. In Manipuri Frami 
voweb arc [ i, i:, e: ] at* 2 atk [ u, u:, o: ] ; Vowel* [a, a:] are 
in between Genual and link. 

Height of the Tongue : 

Dejx*i»ding on the height to which the tongue is raised or 
the lower jaw is raised or low ere d the vowel sounds are called 

Hick, Lower-Hick. Iii;k«r-Mid, Mid, Lower-Mid, Higker-Low, 
and Low. In Manipuri vowel sounds are High [ i, 1:, u, u;] 
Highrr.Mid [c:, o:] ami Higher Lew [a, a:]. 

Shape of Lips : 

Depending upon the rounding nr non-round mg of the lips 
involved in the production of vowel souixh the vowels air e her 
Rounded or Unrounded* In Manipuri Ran*d *4 vowrl soands 
are [u, u:, o:] and UwowulfJ [i t i:, c., a, a:]. 

The classificalion of Cansonanti as stops etc. labial etc., 
voiced/voiceless, nspiratrs/unaapiratri is based on die following 
criteria : 

a) the articulators involved 
h) the points of articulation 
c| ihe manner of articulation 
d) tire position of soft palate 
r) the state of vocal cords 

Apart from thr aliove said criteria the following facta arc 
also essential to note. 

Soundb produced with speech organ* in a tense position arT 
known as Teose sounds; but when thr speech organs arc in a lax 
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position the sounds arc called Lax. In Mjmipuri lor example, 
sounds arc l>oih Titiu [i;, u;, c; f o., a;] and Lax [i, u, a]. 

Sounds produced wiili n longer duration arc known a» Loaf 
otlierwisc Shorl. In Manipuri f»u example, ihr aHirult an l>oth 
Long (all ilic tense sounds mentioned altovrjami Short (all the lax 
sounds mentioned above). 

Tcachcn of Mnnipuri Language may have to make use of 
approximate visual repmentation of the. speech mgans !>oth of 
articulaton as well as the points of articulation during the 
demonstration and illustration of the prod net inn of any required 
speech sound of tin* language. It is advised to resort to this. only 
if oral explanation as well a& demon* (ration needs fui liter supple- 
mentation, smer such representation* in the absence of X-Ray 
photography can be only gross approximations and aba trait ions, 
therefore, of not much scientific value. 11 k* figure used in the 
tllustration of speech organs n ay he modihrri IT unrsniry and 
uxxl accordingly. 

Similanly the nature, the relative duration, the increase 
oi decrease in l<iutkx» «<. of Tonrires also could be 
represented by the direriiirn.il strokes of errtain Irneth represen¬ 
ting the naturr and duration >vhilc the relative thickness may 
depict the loudness. The avrntgr range of M.ini[niri speaker's 
voice thus may be divided into five equal intervals of high and 
low as the too cxtrcnuuci and mid, higher-mid and lower -uiul 
as the intermediate intervals. liters the toneme* may he 
represented by nainig th ir suiting as well as ending pitch 
levels. If one uses a short vertical Jmc as lire reference linr or 
ordinate and plot* a simplified graph to its left with time as 
alj*riasn imd pitch as ordinate one can get a generalised and 
schematized representation of illustrative iwituic of tlu* required 
toneme. 



2. CLASSIFICATION AND DESCRIPTION 
OF MANIPURI SPEECH SOUNDS 


Manipuri speech sounds arc classified im«» i»v»» major 
categoric*, vix., Supraugmrnlai and Segmealal gminih. 

Suprairftnrnlal sound* can lir further classified into 7 our* 
JTlrer/and Jnlonatioa, Tvnei arcihc only suprasrgmrruds which arc 
dismissed in this Render. Thr domain of Toaes an: syllable* in 
Manipur i. However these tones modify thr syllable peak, i.c., 
the vowel. 

Stgmentai sounds can be further subdivided Into Vaunts 
and CawmdMlt In M.inipuri there arc three tones, eight vowels 
and thirtvorr consonantal sounds. Hvwrrtr alt three tonnds arr 
not Phonemes of Mjuii|iuri Language. Some of these sounds arc 
dlophones of a plwmemr. Pkonem# may he understood as *u 
lass ot plumclically tiuiilai sounds contrasting and mutually 
esttlusivr with all similar Hasses in the language.' On the other 
hand ' The individual sounds whith compose a pliotwmr are its 
Altopbonss. ' 

In this Kcaik'i the di»i ription of M.inipuri speech found* 
is illustrated with example* where tin: occurrence of these sounds 
are prevailed in itcim in terms of ilirir l»rittg isi/ii/, medial and 
final. This can also l>e illustr.ued within the spllalie domains 
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since the syllable is an essential level in this description due to 
the vrry nature of the language. 

Syllables arc for that matter horh Open and Clesi. Ofnm 
syllable* have a vowel as the final element- Such syllables are 
as V in [\l], CV in [tal] and GCV in [drarnia ] etc. while tl»e 
do* syllables have a consonant as the final element. Such 
syllables are as VC in [«*]. VGC in [unn], CVC in [tmi], 
CVCC in [tc:□ k] and CCVC in [dram] cu.. 

In the syllabic structure of Manipur:, a single Consonant 
occurring in tin* inter vocalic jiosition in a polysyllabic, item goes 
with the following' syllable aa [c] with [e:] in [ice:] i.c., [i*c&] or 
[m] with [ii:] hi [imic] i.r., [i-mti ] rtc When clusters of two or 
more consonants occur in tlier said jiositioii the first consonant 
goes with die pretrrduig vowel wh lc the rest guc» with tin 
following vowel ns in [c'it-pa] nt d | .uim-pin:] rtc. Tims, the 
knowledge of syllabic structure will help the learner in learning 
consonant clustci ing etc. in a brtter way. Description of Manipwri 
spec till sounds follows. 

I s upr a s r g m entail 


Tones : 

Vewrli and Ccnsatutafr are defined in terms of their Point 
and iJanrur of artiiulation, But Uw same parameters do not 
defir t rones One cati roughly say that dir 4 tone it 1 piyr ho- 
logiud impression obtained from the physical ficcpieocv of 
sounds*. Alio, 'while comparing dtfSnttU tonal sounds one am 
undeibUml that one item is Afferent from the other within a 
funciiotinl unit. * 

M.inipmi language may hr described ns a language with a 
contrastive pitch on each syllable, contributing towards die 
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inherent lexical struriurr just as consonant! and vowels do. 
For example, in Manipur! [k h! >:^] in~ins leg’ ami fmeans 
‘canal*. Here thr fust word carries a felling tern while the 
second word a rixinj tent, But for thv tonal contrast iluae words 
would be humuphcjumis. AI*o consider [k'‘0.iii] winch carries a 
level tone. It is the irlatiw pitch level in these words which is 
significant for the learner of this language. 

As suurd earlier Manipuri lat^uage shows a three way 
tonal rontrast i.e.» Jailing, raising and lerel. If the average ramp 
of live Manipuri speaker’s voice is divided into several levrh 
Itttween list? extremities of high and lew, i!»r*r tones can be 
i•_*prest*tiled liy stating their approximate siartm ;s ..-*%■ •. as ending 
pitch levels. It it oonvmieat here to have mid, high*/ m 'ul and 
Lwtr-mid levels of pitch as thr imeriucdum: levels of reference. 
However these distinctions are abstractions. They are necessary 
to generalize and srhrmati/r the description to a considerable 
degree and are of a merely illustrative nature. The exact 
qualitative as well as quantitative ratine of tones may be 
sirquited by listening and mu dating liter native speaker or thr 
relevant taped meterial as the case may be. 

FAtxiNo Tone : 

Filling lam, marked su f*] [k^otj] 'leg* Iras a feliinr 
ftiUh laniuu* itarung almou at thr upper £ limit of die higkfr-mul 
rang* ami reaching the lower turn third of die law-range ut tlw 
end. The bjJaesj fall! sharp y towards the end of the vowel and 
die durahen b far below average. 


I: 

‘Mood' 

4l 

‘ash* 


‘yes’ 

nit 

*you‘ 

uui ’ 

dream* 


3 
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iU: 

'female friend 

ini i: 

'mother' 

ah in 

' night 

ah mi 

'three 

k.tipa 

‘in filler* offerings' 

citpa 

to go, gait’ 


Rising Tone • 

Riiimg tone mailed a* [' ] in [k h o;'j] Yaiud 1 has a rising 
pt(ch CMfcar suiting at almut ihc middle of the Inver-mid range 
and reaching almost ihr top limit of the high range at the end. 
The l*udntu rises towards the end of the vowel and the duration 
hi slightly below average. 


ft 

tree' 

ok 

• • • 

1>*« 

* . 

° k 

•bir 

la: 

‘spear’ 

ya: 

‘tooth’ 

k*tin 

'village' 

ipji: 

‘father’ 

iwa: 

‘husband 

1 

amnm 

‘female’ 

ndo:m 

‘you’ (hon.) 

A:lii: Ui 

‘empty’ 

a h:i:ut>;i 

’hrst’ 


Level Tone : 

Level Uue left unmarked as in [k b o:in] (however it may be 
marked as [-] c.g. f fk k f»:«nJ, luu an almost level cvniour of pileh 
which is positioned in the mid af the pitch < eng* <»f die speaker s 
voice. ’nit* louJiiCj} of the icsjiauvc vowel sound iWMisi the 
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same throughout. ami tin* duration of ihr syllabic with this tone 
is between an Average and slightly allow awi.tge duration. 


i 

'thatch' 

u:t 

'rand' 

to:p 

gun 

co:k 

•chalk’ 

gN: 

‘rrfmed laittrr’ 

id 

'of (possessive marker)’ 

a:sa: 

'hope' 

alia: 

'Allah 

snh^a: 

legislature, assembly' 

ritu 

'csuoil’ 

d k o:lo:k 

‘big drum' 

to dab 

‘salary' 


11 SEOX1 ENTA1-S : 


VoWELS : 

'Ills dauificsiiun and formation of VoukI sounds or Mam- 
puri language is done on thr mrnr criteria as described in 
Chapter one. In this chapter thr individual vowel sounds are 
now being described. Four overall rhuinctcrislics of vowel sounds 
will not lx* repeated hrrr Ibce charctrteriMie* are : (1J the 
rniTLtl winds ;»rr »ri/ meaning thereby, that the soft jMlate remains 
raised to rinse the nasal purvi^c iml thr air content flows through 
the rnudified oral cavity (2) the I'M n! n>>r\di an* wind, meaning 
thrrclry that tire vocal coni ret rut in vibrating in the production 
of these speech sou ids (3) dir oral may also lie modified 

l»y raw a* or imtfing thr Ivu'tr j*w alittig wilh the tcngiu position 
whilr producing vowel sounds, aid (4) all the vowel sound* 
occur in all the positions i.c., initial, medial and final. 
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[i] High Front Unrounded Short Vowii. 

In the production of this sound tl*: front part or the tongue 
is raised toward* Use anterior of the hard palate an high as 
possible, (but without raining the tip of the tongue) in the 
pmdurtlon*of vowel sounds However it docs not touch thr hard 
ptda.tr or forms any kind of aprriurc to cause any friction. The 
lips remain spread to a certain degree modifying the oral cavity. 
Speech organs on the whole ate mmnuiiig relatively lax. 


Initial 


2 

'thatch’ 


Inc: 

'morher’s •brother's wife' 


. • 
tee: 

‘elder sister 


I S 

ita: 

‘female friend* 


itn.'i r 

‘mother’ 

Medial 


tin 

‘spitton’ 


air 

•night' 


risi 

‘saint’ 


tin 

'insect’ 


*1 

fuel’ 

Final 


It 

‘IfSliclr’ 


p*< 

'cloth 


cadi I 

•age 


kay 1 

‘tiger’ 


y A :ri 

‘guns' 

mm m at 


[ i:] Hicir Front Unroiindr * I.ovo Vowel 

In tire production o4 this sound die movnneiu of die sfirTch 
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organs a nr 

the same as 

those foT [ i ] rxcept that the duration 

of tire articulation is longer and the speech organs arc tense. 

Initial 


i: 

'blood 


f:ha 

*to write, writing’ 



*to lie cold, cold’ 


udt| 

•bravery' 


i:c&m 

YW 

Medial 


kl:ba 

'to be afraid, fear' 


tM:ba 

'to lx: ugly, ugly’ 


Hi: ba 

'to die, death 


hf:ri 

'to tow 


ui:da 

'hern, at this place’ 

Final 


ki: 

'fear" 


t h i: 

'ugly, mghtsoil' 


*1: 

‘odd*nuinl)er’ 


hi: 

‘boat’ 


asi: 

'this' 


[e] Hh.hek.mid Front Unrounded Long Vowel 

In tine production of this sound the front port of the tongue 
is raised (without raising the tip of tongue) towards the hard 
palate, txit not ns high as lor [i:]. The lips remain spicad to a 
certain degree modifying the oral cavity. Hie production uf 
this sound also takes a long duration mid the speech organs 
remain tense. 
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INITIAL 


e:k 

’clan' 

e:ka: 

'.ice of the playing cards 

i 

r:i uin 

'egg 

rriiva: 

•Asia’ 

c:ro:plcn 

‘aeroplane’ 


Medial 

i^:n 

ate:ba 

kaker:r| 
Alt mix* 
ic.uavia: 

Final 


me: 

'motbrr'i bmther’i wife' 

mil r gr: 

'utmannd 

n:rr : 

‘riAinr of a Manipuri month falling 


during October And November’ 

untie: 

*nn' 


[u] Uiqh Back Roinded Short Vowel 

In the production of this sound the bark of the tongue is 
raised idwanii tin; soft palate a* high n« possible in the 
production o i VWd sounds. However the lip of the tongue 
remains vin raised, as a matin of fait it is iuntried to a certain 
degree so as to enable il»r back jwrt of lire tongue to n*r to it* 
reepnrrd bright without Lourhing hi form in it a nv kirsd of ajirrturr 
to cause friction. The raising ot ibr bark pari ui longue m tl* 
production of l>urk vowels in c««u)Niri>on to rhr Mining of tlir 
front pint of tongue in the production of from vosstIj ls less, 
leaving always relatively a wider passage for air stream. The lips 


'youngci sister's husband 
•tame’ 

*ant’ 

'short* 

•parrot 
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arc rounded and also protruded to a certain decree modifying 
die oral cavity. Speech organs on the whole remain lax. 


Initial 




u 

‘tree’ 



‘ash' 


una: 

‘leaf 


ucc: k 

‘bud’ 


utup 

'wood' 

Medial 




k L iit 

'hand' 


iTtlll 

‘testicles’ 


ayrtk 

' morning’ 


ahum 

three' 


aruuba 

'to be black, black 

Final 




kxi 

‘cofrin’ 


hi! 

‘poison* 


makVt 

wr 


mad ti 

•that’ 


manl 

‘seed’ 

[ u: ] High 

Back 

Rounded Long Vowei 


In the production of this sound die movements of the speech 
organs are the same a* those for [u] except that the duration of 
production is longer and the speech organs arc tense 

Initial 

u:t 'camd' 

ii;ba to see, scene' 
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thdabn 

‘to disappc.ii, tl»w|iprt*ismer' 


u:u 

'skin, woof 


Air if] 

‘pimple* 

Medial 




k fc u:r 

‘razor’ 


war 

'tuna' 


td:ba 

‘to saw, saving' 


ak k A:t» 

‘narrow' 


lu:bn 

‘to dean, rleun’ 

Final 




cd: 

‘lugaic&nc 


mar A; 

‘colour* 


14: 

4 fnhmg trap nude of bamboo' 


mat A: 

‘fur’ 


tu: 

‘canal’ 

[o:] Hicuermiu Back Hounded Long Vowfl 

Lu the production of Uiis sound tho buck part of die longue 

is ranted towards die soft 

palate but not 04 tuvli as for [u]. 

However the tip of the tongue remains unfitted and is retracted 

to a certain degree ao as to 

enable the bnck port of longur lo 

rise to the required bight. 

T1m Lips urr. ]mt rounded, tisodi- 

fyrng the oral cavity 


Initial 




o’k 

W 


o lia 

‘lt> voout, vomiting 


o’Ja: - 

'teacher' 


t> Ljia 

'to annoy, atmuyancr’ 


u’.oLm 

‘to noli, rolling' 
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Medial 

ko:k 

'head' 


thoiQ 

bridge’ 


tho:<] 

‘door’ 


amo:m 

‘female’ 


floor 

‘God’ 

Final 

run bo: 

cry of a cow’ 


v * 
so: 

w 


t b aro: 

iilly* 


p'*o:to: 

'photo' 


tow: 

‘idle*’ 


[a] Higher Low Back-Central (neither Back r, gr 
Ceatral but in between)* Unrounded Short Vowel* 

In the production of tliis sound (lie posterior of die central 
part of tongue is raised slightly (but without raising the tip of 
tongue) toward* central part of die hard palate leaving a wide 
passage for the air to fk»w out. The lips remain neutral, t.c., 
neither rnundrd nor spread, modifying the oral cavity. Tlie 
speech organ remains lax. 

Initial 


fcii 

‘exclamation marker' 

*0 

< * 
yes 

ami: 

* i 

one 

all Am 

‘three’ 

an I: 

*lwo' 

ahkn 

4 elder’ 

lsn 

* thread' 

p\tni 

‘rank, place’ 

nt\.Q 

'you' 

3kk 

‘neck’ 


Medial 
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Final 

da 

‘at, to’ 


n* 

•by* 


d h arma 

'religion’ 


knnbn 

'to be luird, hard' 


kanlia 

‘to wive, wring’ 


[a:] HlOHER-LOW, HaCK-Ce.N 1 RAL (neither Back nor Cen¬ 
tral but in between), UnhOCNDBD Lono Vowel 

In the product ion <4" this •sound the movement* of the 


speech organ* 

are the same 

as thov for (■] except that the 

duration of the production of 

>ound ii longer and tlie speech 

organ* are tame. 


Initial 


a:sa: 

‘hope’ 


«:kt 

‘potato’ 


a: t nut; 

*»oul’ 


aihu^ba 

'to he in lriiuir, leisure’ 


adii 13b* 

'to be empty, empty’ 

Medial 


aihsimba 

'to be firw, first 


U;g 

‘trap’ 


p*»:n 

‘wool’ 


ka:Q 

‘chariot’ 


ki* d 

‘»no*quito’ 

Final 


tfc 

'animal* 



‘fish’ 


ma: 

‘bedbug’ 



‘*outh’ 


•ab’V 

‘legislature’ 

Consonants 


The dawtiilcuhon and formation of CohjstuixI sound* of 
Manipuri language L< done Miording to thr criteria already 
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described in chapter one. However individual consonant sounds 
.ire being described here first Sups then Af/ntafet, Spirants 
Nasals, Latitats, Trills, Srmi-Vctetli and ClxJts 

STOPS 

[p] Voiceless Una*piratrd Bilabial stop : 

In the production of this sound the lips air pressed together 
to close the oral pux>usri'. The tongue remains mare or less m a 
neutral position. 'Hie aufl palate is railed tn the nasal pusaagr. 
Vocal cords remain open and do not vibrate. Thus the air 
Unciuii conipt esacd from lung* is cctnplrtfh* stn|iped in ihr oral 
cavity. When the lips are opened alsruptfy this air is released 
with n email) debtee of explosion. Tills round occurs in all 
the positions, i.c., initially, medially nrxl finally in items. 


Initial 



‘hour* 


p^:t 

lake* 


pc: 

‘umbrella* 


puja: 

'worship’ 


pKni 

a _ § 

ncvii 

Medial 


ipa: 

Titthar* 


upii 

'box* 


tupi 

•hat* 


©opt: 

female dancer participating in 
Rasa* 


It .*pna 

‘slowly' 

Final 


to:p 

. » 

‘gun 


I»P 

P 

1UI 


nip 

'snot, mucus 


lc»:p 

'a span* 


sa:p 

‘curec* 
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[P] Occur* as the first rocrnlxT in consonant dusters with the 
follwmg oonsocems: 

Ip]. Ip'l (tU ft*], [k^l, [«L [h], [m], [n). [IJ. [r]. 

Initial 


[ -pl"~ 1 

plc:t 

‘plate’ 

[ -pr- ] praja : 

UAL 

'public’ 

[ “PP- 1 

•to werp, cry' 

-pp b - ] le:pp h i\m 

‘halting place* 

-pt- ] kaptre:^ 

‘ginning machine' 

“pt h ~ J ka:p€ h n:ba 

‘to polish, polishing* 

- P k-_ ] 

lerpk^a tpa 

‘to stand, standing* 

• 

-p.- 

c/i psmba 

‘to squeeze, squeezing' 

[ “Ph- . 

le.phiinbu 

'to stop, stop' 

£ -pm— ] cipm t:nn.il.i 

‘.cimilarh’' 

[ -pa- ] u»:pna 

'slowly* 

[ -pi- ] ta:pl4:kpa 

‘to catch, catch* 


[p‘] Voiceless Aspipated Bilabial Stop ♦ 

For the articulation of this sound the movements of the 
speech organs axe the san e a* those for [p| except that a strong 
jmff of ait is exhaled simultaneous to the release of the 
explosion. This sound occur* only initially and medi-illy. 

Initial 


p u < 

‘cloth' 

P*i 

w 

p b a:ba 

‘to catch* 

h * 

P A-TP 

'joke' 

p b ftm 

‘rank, post, place* 

ko:p’’i 

‘coffee* 

a:p h is 

‘office’ 


Medial 
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V | . | • t| 

*a:p"A; gcmim 

041*1! ^cooking pot’ 

pomp 1 rage 

Ip 11 ] occuri initially as the fait element m combination 

with [r] 

p tt ro:k ‘frock* 

[b] Voiced Unaspiratrd Bilabial Stop : 

For the articulation of this sound the movement! of tlic 
speech nrcraru arc the same n* thosr lor [p] except that the voonj 
coids xanaiu vibrating. 

This sound occurs m all Uk* positions, fait in die imal 


jwnwn in 

rresiliency of occurrence Is very low. it occurs mostly 

in loan items. 


Initial 

bo:m 

bomb 


bo:r 

‘boon* 


bftkta: 

‘orator' 


bin 

< . • 

cigar 


be.lun 

‘balloon’ 

Mp.dial 

o:ba 

*to vomit, vomttma’ 


i.nbo 

'to push, pushing 


knrha.T 

‘business' 


kabo: 

•tfurma, Burmese* 


kabork 

‘p&rciieU nee* 

Final 

to:lorb 

t enumeration 


b h .\:b 

hdea' 


naliaib 

*niler' 


[b] occurs in combination with [1], |r], ly]. It occurs initial I v 
as the first memhrr with all the.vr soirml* but metlinllv orb 
with Cl]. 
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Initial 


[ hi- ] 

bh*:t 

•Wade 

l br- 1 

l»rij 

'semen’ 

( by- ] 

hye;lAn:r 

‘conduct, behaviour* 

Medial 



l-bl-1 

cubh 

'bridle 


[li h ] Voiced Aspirated Bilabial Stop : 

For llic articulation of thii sound thr movements of the 
speech organs mv the same a« these for [b] except that a strong 
puff of sir is exhaled *iliralliineons to the release. 

This sound occurs initially and medially only in borroived 


items. 

Initial 


h“a:b 

'idea* 


b h Ara: 

*rcm* 


b"ut 

'ghost 


b*a:r 

‘burden* 


b^rrorc 

•India* 

Medial 


sab h a 

'council, legislature 


byc:b h n:r 

'conduct* 


bib^isan 

‘yiRinijer brother of Ravana 


gnmb b i:r 

'crocodile* 


wb^^ati 

'chairmnn* 


(t] Voici less Un'spiratrh Alveolar Siop: 

In the production of this sound the tip of tnngur touches 
the twth ridge, «losing Or* oral passage- The soft palate is 
raised to dose the nasal passage Vocal cord* remain open and 
do not vibrate. 'Fhua the air stream compressed from the lung 
is completely stuped in the oral cavity. Wlreii die tip of the 
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longue i* withdrawn ubruntlv from the point of contact, the air 
is* released with a certain ilegrnr of explosion 

This sound occurs in all il»c positions. 


Initial 


tA: 

‘spear’ 


litu 

'bread' 


tin 



tin 

'spitton' 


writ 

‘ten’ 

Medial 


itit 

'female friend' 


mat A: 

‘fur’ 


i 

m atom 

'tip' 


tnat'i m 

'timr* 


ita:u 

a 

‘mule friend’ 

Final 


put 

'lake' 


punt 

'prieu' 


tare:t 

‘iewn 


numii 

‘day 


mk 

‘eye 


[«] occurs also in combinations with die following conton.uu* . 

[pJ t b l- w. [*]• M* W» W» PL M 

[11 all iheie com hi nation it occurs « the firm clement* ot 
the clusters^ initially with [r] and medially with the rest 


Initial 

[ tr- ] tritm 

Medi l 

[ -tp- ] k*tpa 
[ —th- 1 pNitbod 
[ -tt- 1 n:»tte: 


'testicles 

‘ro otTrr, offerings’ 

‘foot hall' 

*no (nrgation)’ 
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[ -V-] 

po:tt b a:ba 

’to rest, ml 

t -a-1 

iie;t* Inba 

'to tread, treading’ 

L-th- 1 

po:thi:ha 

‘to load, load' 

[ -tin—] 

AS j f man 

'wage 1 

[ -tn- ] 

ratiiA 

i ■ 

gcra 

[-u- ] 

belli 

•kettle 


[t h ] Voiceless Aspirated Alveolar Stop : 

For the articulation of that sound the movements of die 
speech urxam are dir oirr a& those for [t] except that a strong 
puff of air U exhaled simultaneous to the release. 


This sound occurs only initially and medially. 


Initial 


t*i: 

'night-soil* 


t‘A: 

‘moon’ 



'sword, knife* 


iho:g 

bridge 


1*0:9 

‘door’ 

Medial 

• 


kut k i: 

‘birth ixxord' 


it k ii :u 

'right' 


k»it*c:n 

‘market* 


ko:nt h o:3 

‘gate 


ni]t h .iu 

‘king 

[l h ] occuis 

also m eombtruiuon with [rj. 

first dement of clustcis in 

the medial position 

It-r-l 

pit h ra:i 

‘bronxr’ 


it occurs as the 


[d] V01CFD UN ASPIRATED ALVEOLAR STOP : 

For the production <if dus sound Use movements of speech 
organs are the same as thi^ for [t] except that the vocal Cords 
remain vibrating. 
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This sound occurs in 

oil the positions but in the final 

posi. 

tiem the frequency of occurrence is very low. 


It occurs mostly in borrowed itrms. 


Initial 

da.ku 

'dacoit' 



da n 

‘charity’ 



da:K 

'stain, fault’ 



do:ri 

'pulleys' 



damak 

'for’ 


Medial 

adu 

‘that* 



ado:m 

'you (hon.)* 



la:da; 

‘elder, elder Urotner' 



aduk 

'llwi much’ 



ftdum 

'like that' 


Final 

IaiixI 

'embankment 



pawind 

'pound 



[d] occurs also in combination with the following consonanti 

[b]. [rj [w]. 

In nil these combinations it occurs as the first element 
of the dusters, initially with [r] and [w] and medially with 
[b] and [rj. 

IviTIAL 


[dr- ] 

dram 

'dnim' 

[ dvr- ] 

dwi.p 

'island' 

Medial 

[-«*H 

p k udbo:l 

'loot ball’ 

[ “^ r '] 

5 

paldri 

'clergyman' 
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[<**] Voiced Aspirated Alveolar Stop : 

Fot die ariculation of dns sound thr movements of the 
speech organs arc ihe same as those for dj cwxpt that a strong 
puff of air is exhaled simultaneous to tlw release. 

This sound occurs only initially and medially mostly in 
borrowed items. 


Initial 

d^odock 

‘big drum 


d b anra 

‘virtue, religion’ 


d*a:iu 

‘mrtal’ 


d k a:ra; 

‘issue’ 


d k ruba 

‘pole star' 

Medial 




gad h a: 

‘donkey 


gand b o.k 

‘sulphur 


xa:d h u 

‘saint' 


guild* irba 

‘celestial musicians 


id*aii 

‘lather's grand father' 


[|] Voiceless Unaspiratep Retroflex; 

In the production of this sound first of all the tip of the 
tongue is curled to a certain degree and then it touches the 
posterioi part of the teeth ridge closing the oral passaj^e. The 
soft palate w raised to close dx. nasal passage. Vocal cords remain 
open nnd do not vibrate. Hie air compressed from lungs is thus 
completely suipficd m the oral cavity. When the articulator is 
wilhdiawn abruptly from the point of contact, the air is released 
With a certain degree of explosion, Howevei ilus sound docs not 
have die same degree of letrobcxion .« Hindi and Dravidian 
retroflex sounds have, it, however, approximates them. Borrowed 
items which have a [I] sound in the source language may be 
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optionally heard with the approximation mentioned above. Some* 
times it b also hen id optionally in active item# liut only medially 
and finally. When [t] occurs more than once in a single item, 
the Utter |tl can lie freely substituted liy [t] 

The [t] has a higher frequency of occurrence in comparison 
to [t], However in Mnnipuri [t] and t] under the said conditions 
arc substitutable without lending to any semantic change. 

Initial 

tupi -»lupi 

tika: — tika: 

# 

|i:ka: ti ka: 

tike | ~ tike.'t 

Medial 

katpa ^ k.itpn 

calpa ~catpa 
ativa: « atfya: 
ar:»: ?P* — arurtpa 
ko:tpa ^ kb.tjjM 

Final 

kot ... ko:t 'coat* 

9 

ko;t ■%. ko:t 'granary' 

p£:f -c p«:t 'lake' 

kh&t ^ khiit ‘hand 

I \ me * \ ~ 1 » men t 'conduct, character’ 

[k] Voiceless Unaspirated \fro io* Velar Stop: 

In die production of dm sound lh»- Ixick pan of the tongii^ 
touches the soft palate closing di« oral passage. Ihc soft palate 
is raised to clotr the nasal passage. Vocal cords remain open and 


'to odor, offerings’ 

'to go, gait* 

‘sky* 

'to worship, worshipped’ 
'to scoop 


W 

'vaccination* 

'comment' 

•ticket* 
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do not vibrate. Thus ihc air xrcam compressed from the lungs is 
completely stop|)cd in tlie oral cavity. When the back of the tongue 
it withdrawn abruptly from the point of contact, the air is 
released with a certain degree of explosion 

This sound occurs in all the positions. 


Initial 

ka: 

'room' 


k 

'chaimf 


k’i:g 

'mosquito 


kiln 

'twenty’ 


ko:m 

•pit* 

Medial 

tiktip 

‘wood powder’ 


t <ik pa 

'to grate, grating 


dkni 

•bolt* 


uui 

•bottle 


da:ku 

'daunt 

Final 

ko:k 

‘head * 


Kabo k 

'roasted maize' 


ca:k 

'food' 


co:k 

chalk’ 


darnak 

for' 


M occurs in combination with the following consonants: 

[pi Ip*! to. [t“]. PI kl [ij. M. [hi. In). (?] [I]. M 

In all these combinations it occurs as the first element of 
the clusi$r» t initially with [l] and [r] and medially with all 

Initial 

[kl.] klip 'clip* 

[kr-] krikerr 'cricket 
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MC DIAL 


l-fcp- 1 

krlkpu 

'to cut, cut' 

t-kp'-] 

mtikp^ti 

‘inkpot’ 

t-h- ] 

kkktahn 

‘not to cut* uncut’ 


nlkt k &;kp 

‘to shift, shifting’ 

[-kk-] 

ukkii:j( 

‘tiller* 

l-kk"-] 

innkk L im 

‘type* 

[-kc-] 

kakce: r 

*ant’ 

[-kj-1 

cukjiuk 

‘maize' 

l-u-1 

e:ksan 

‘axle 1 

-kh-] 

amukhunba 

'to turn over* 

[-kn-] 

cikui 

*lx>lt’ 

t-to-J 

to:kga: 

‘rumour’ 

l-kl-J 

llkla: 

Mar* 

[-kr- ] 

ke:km 

'soap nut’ 


[k b l Voiceless Aspirated Medio-velar Stop: 

For thr. articulation of hia icamd the mo'tmcnt of the speech 
organa remain* the same as thin for [k] except that a strong 
puff of air is exhaled simultaneous to the release. 


This sound occurs only initially and medially. 


Initial 

k h 4 : 

'south' 


k h nk 

'never 


k h o:g 

‘canal’ 


k*o:r] 

‘leg 


k h o:m 

‘breast, milk’ 

Mr.DiAi, 

p£:k*i»g 

*lwdielof ’ 



lulf 


a ik‘\v.i 

n a 

Sve’ 
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ka:k h !\tpa ‘to climb, climbing' 

akSkpa \o be brittle, brittle’ 

[k h ] occurs m combination with [t]. It occurs as the first ele¬ 
ment in the medial position. 

( —k*r- ] pa.k h ra; ‘widower’ 


[r] Voiced Unaspirated Medio-velar Stop : 

For the articulation of this sound the movements of the 
speech organs arr the same as. those lor [k] rxorpt that the vocal 
cords remain vibrating. 


This sound occurs in all Uw* positions, but in the final posi¬ 
tion its frequency of occurrence ts veiy low. It occurs mosdy m 
borrowed items. 


Initial 


Medial 


K» 

•of 

go:ni 

Vuili* 

giuLi: 

‘mace, club’ 

guha: 

‘weir 

guli 

‘tablet’ 

Citgli ! 

'income 

ctigum 

’residence’ 

p h »:jp 

‘joke* 

mag'in 

‘quality’ 

Hula: 

'dew* 

ra:g 

’raga’ 

dag 

‘stain, fault' 


‘era’ 


Final 
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[g] occurs in combination with tiic fotluwing consonants ; 

[K b 3 [«l [I] fr) 

II occun ita the first element of the thultrs, initially with [r] 
and medially with [c], g b ] and [f). 

Initial 

L gr- ) graha 

Medial 

[ -gc-] hagcutg 

['&«*“] da^^ai 

[ -gl- ] p*iigla:^ 


'planet - 


health 
•post office’ 
wall* 


[g h ] Voiced Aspirated Medio-velar &top : 

For the production of this sound the movements of speech 
organs are the same as those for [4] except that a strong puff 
air is exhaled simultaneous to the release. 

This sound occurs only initially and medially in borrowed 


items. 



Initial 


refined butter' 


gHuiri 

'clock, watch’ 


g'hiti 

‘a kite' 


K b umti 

'canopy' 


g*us 

bribe 

Medial 

snig b ara: 

'pie' 


da.gg*ar 

'post office' 


mag* a: 

'Iconic star 



40 


MAN IP L4U PHONETIC READER 


[1] Glottal Stop : 

In die production of this sound the tongue remains retracted 
to a certain degree due to the muscular tenseness in ih« oral 
cavity as well as in' the pharyngal cavity but the oral passage 
remain* unobstructed Tlie soft palate is raised to dose die nasal 
passage. Glottis (the space between the vocal cords) is closed com. 
pletdy by bringing the vocal cords into close contact. The air 
behind die glottis is compressed by pressure from thr lungs. When 
the glottis is opened abruptly Iry separating the vocal cords the 
air escapes through die oral cavity. It is neither a breathed nor 
a voiced sound. 

This sound occurs only t*te/vocalUailj in some items and 
can freely vary with [kj without leading to any semantic change 
but not vice 

k h £i?u ~ k'’uku ‘knee’ 

li:?u - la:ku ‘come' 

AFFRICATES 

[c] Voiceless U>f aspirated Medio-palatal 
Affricate : 

Iu die production of this sound die front part of die tongue 
touches die middle part of the hard palate closing the oral 
passage. The soft palnte ii raised to dose the nasal passage. 
Vocal cords remain open and do not vibrate. Tht air stream 
compressed from lungs is completely stopped in the oral cavity. 
At the time of release the articulator is withdrawn tlowly so as to 
make such an aperture that the air stream squeezes it with a 
certain amount of friction. 

This sound occur* initially, medially and finally. Its final 
occurrence is sen’ rare. 
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Initial 


Medial 


Final 


cc^k 

‘brick’ 


Vaw rice’ 

c i:«3 

‘quantity’ 


‘food, lioilei rice' 

ertm 

lizard' 

. * 
ice: 

'elder sister' 

. » 
ircem 

‘now’ 

* . 

uCc:k 

1 »iid' 

■mean 

‘material 

»c\n 

*younger sister’ 

k*o:ro:c 

‘pocket money’ 


[c] <>0*1111 in combination with [c] ami [c h ] in die nxxlnu 

position a9 the first member ef the ctusUrs . 


[ -oc- ] po’.cr.i l 'luggage* 

[ -cc h »] ucc^otp 'feast. feitiveK 

[c u ] Voiceless Aspirated Medio-palatal aukicate : 

For the articulation of lius sound uic luuvcincm at thr 
ipmeh organs are tlsr same? as those for [c] except that a mins* 
puff of air i» exhaled simultaneous to the release. 

This sound occurs only initially and medially. But m thr 
latter case the frequency of occurrence U very low. It ocean 
mostly in borrowed items. 


Initial 


6 


cation: 

c'inba 


‘strainer’ 

‘to be sour, sour' 
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r.V:ni 

Vh»«r?' 


C b Utl 

'leave’ 


c''a:ira 

‘student’ 

Medial 

nerc fc knba 

'to stamp* stamp’ 


■rr*o:p 

‘feast, fcitrvaf 


[j] Voiced Unaspikated Mp.dio-palatai. 
Affricate 

Fot ihc Articulation of this souml the uwrircnti of tpttvh 
organ* i»rr thr saxnc ns those for [rj except that the vocal colds 
remain vibrating. 

This si' ni rid occurs in all tire |»o*ition» but mostly in borrowed 


items. 



Initial 

jn:m 

lilnclt plum' 


jnrum 

'armlet' 


i» 3t?»1 

•forest’ 


j»iti 

'race, nation’ 


l 

'dance 

Medial 

ph i join. 

*drm’ 


o:>; 

'teacher’ 


k*ftje:u 

‘armlet’ 


k^aj s:yi ~ k*“ii ju:j 

‘check’ 


kVrjaryi - jarj[ 


Final 

porkra j 

‘topaz’ 


brij 

'semen' 


bruj 

'brush’ 



‘yard’ 


jAha:j 

•ship’ 
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[j“] Voiced Aifiratkd Mkdio-palatal Aftricatf. : 

For (hr production of tliii sound die movcmcutl of speech 
onpm .«rr the i;imr at thov lor |j] except that a strung pufT of 
ait i* exhaled dmultrncous to the release. 

Iht* kmitio occurs initially and medially but mostly in 
buirownl itrnaL Its tmtluil occurrence is very rare jnd there it 
cun freely vary with [j] though not iirr rtrsa . 

Initial 

j h a*n 
j'arsp 
j k a:ri 
j‘*ui 
j ft ula:n 

Medial 

o:j k si: - o ja ‘ teacher 

SPIRANTS 

[*] VtMCRLMl AbVIOL** SPIRANT: 

In the production »>f this Mmml ilir lip are sptcud to a 
certain degree . ltd liic lip tif the rontrur including tlsr .interior of 
the blade of the town»f is raisrtl tmv.inh the treth-ridge leni’ing a 
narrow apntttro through which air surrArn pa.ssc* with a h taring 
sound, technw xlly railed 'friction*. Tlie Soft pJa'.c is nuifed to dose 
lire nasal The nwsJ cord* re itu in open and do not 

vibrate. The air ton piraicd fiosn limp is squeezed through tlie 
narrow opr ing m the oral cavity ausin^ audible frirtion. 

Ilm sound occurs in .ill die positions. 


'c ymbal' 

'ladle with holes' 
4 a drinking put' 
‘cheat’ 

V festival' 


sarp^J 


Initial 


‘flow’ 



44 
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Mi.dial 


Final 


srndal 

‘slipper*’ 

siodur 

Vermillion' 

se:r 

‘seer’ 

zsa 

‘hope* 

aftf; 

•this’ 

a.v’ik 

*u> much' 

asumn.i 

*thus’ 

is kart 

'skirt' 

pa:x 

‘pass’ 

surkas 

'circus' 

darka:s 

‘application’ 

K h us 

•bribe* 

ran 

‘Rasa, folk dance' 


[i] occur* in co mbiw tion with [t], [4j, [k] t [mj in tlic medial 
pi union as the first element of the tltnttr*. 

~ [st] LMJim «. ista:m ‘stamp’ 

[- ik -] iskart ‘skin’ 

[-sn»-| kisini 1 *' ‘raisine’ 

[»] Voiceless VIfdio-palafal Spirant : 

In the pi eduction of (his sound Lite lips arc spread ui a 
certain derive and the front of the tongue i* raised towards tlic 
hard palate leaving a narrow yrn«TYv*sh;iprd aperture through which 
air stream passes with a certain amount of friction The soft palate 
is raised to close the nasal passage. 1 hr vocal cold* remain open 
and do not vibrate. The air uic.nn irniiprr , s*pd from lunjps is 
squeezed through die narrow opening in the oral cavity causing 
audible friction. 
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This sound occur* in nil dir positions. However in the 
final position it occurs mostly in borrowed items. 


Initial 


Medial 


Final 


si j 

Tuel’ 

*‘3 

•ginger’ 

b » 

se:n 

•money* 

U: 

'animal' 

sa:p fc A: 

*< Irmini' 

usi: 

‘branch’ 

• 


4 t 

song 

UlQ 

< A » 

water 

• V * 

4*ft5 

•moss’ 

pis*im 

‘eyebrow’ 

ia:s 

'playing earth 

dci 

•country’ 

be:l 

'drew' 

ko:s 

'diciion.iry' 

a:ka:s 

-■ky 


[h] VolCEi.ES PllARYNRAL SlMRANrt 

In the production of this Sound the tongue remains in the 
neutral or n-Lurd position leaving the oral cavity wide open. The 
■oil palate is raved to close the nasal passant:. I hr vocal cords 
inrmir slightly open arid dr> not vibrate. Thr a it stream mm- 
pressed frutn lungs pussrs through thr mid open glottis reusing n 
errtain nmnunt of friction hi the pharyngal Cavity. Tile nature 
of this sound mainly depends and vanes according to the follow inf 
vowel sound. 

l irn sound occurs otdy initially anti medially. 
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Initial 

ha:kim 

‘tnugiW: ale 


hit :k’un 

'lost year’ 


hi 

‘boat' 


hlk 

Mouse* 


hj j 

’ankle’ 

Medial 

grab* 

’planet' 


ah in 

‘cltlci' 


ahlrj 

’night’ 


ah ’mi 

\hice* 


ah:iJl 

’fruit’ 


NASALS 

[in] VOICED ftlLABIAL Na8AL 

In ilic production or this inunri (Ik lips rcirum in Arm 
contact clnftinif the nr.il pftttagr. The tongue nmtiu in neuirnf 
position The soft palate is lnwcrcd leaving luual passat’r open 
for the air rnui|iir*M*iJ fiom to past freely thmugh it, '11k 

vocal torch remain vibrating. 

This sound occurs in all fix* jxrMtion*. 


Initial 

mu: 

bed bug 


ma} 

'dream* 


mlg 

name’ 

Medial 

mnprt: 

‘master’ 

• 


anil: 

’mother' 


nuuni; 

’image’ 


inarm): 

’ding’ 


main in 

’rent' 


i norm pi :k 

’mat’ 


antii: 

’one' 
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Final 


ituirirn 

‘realm** 

• 

mayo, in 

'pocket* 

man im 

'smell* 

may 

‘general 

map*im 

'placr 


[tn] occurs in combination with the follow ing eomoninu : 

li*j. IP). tb] [b»], 10. [«-]. [d], [k] [k"j. [,]• w. UJ. l»). p], 

[•>]. [“1 t"]’ IflJ. 1*1. [yj- 

In all these combinations it orcun* as the first element in the 
medi.il |xi$itirHi. 


1 -mp- 1 

lamptck 

Town* 

[—mp u -] 

t;tmp b a: 

•ruby* 

l -mb- ] 

Iambi 

'mad, path’ 

[-tnb h -l 

gunib u i:r 

‘crocodile’ 

[ -nit- ] 

surmtu 

'wool’ 

L-mt b - | 

cumt^jirQ 

* rainbow* 

[-mil— ] 

torinda 

•towards* 

[-mk-1 

latnk^rrpa 

‘to be oLniinuiC) 
fthttitwir’ 

[— mk b -] 

^ftmk b a: j 

^limitation 7 

l -tug-1 

yumgi 

‘domestic. 7 

[-me-] 

litncit 

•bcliavtour* 

1 -*r j- 1 

Immja: 

'century 

l -mi- 1 

yocmsAnba 

'to wrap, 

wTapms' 

(-mV- ] 

Urn *4: 

'wild beast* 

[ -tnh—] 

laminin 

‘unploaghctl an a 

[-mm 

c:imma:naba 

'similarly* 

-tnn- ] 

» 

koannat 

•free*/ 

* 

[-mo-] 

lam; tain 

'waterfowl* 
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[‘ml-] kJ;inla; ‘orange* 

[—my*- 2 liinrcya:[ ‘mid way* 

[n] Voiced Alveolar Nasal : 

In the production of thin sound the tip of the tongtse mm hes. 
the teeth ridj^e closing the oral parage completely, The soft 
palate is lowcicd leaving nasal passage open for the aii tumpies- 
sed from lungs to pm freely through it. The vocal cords remain 
vibrating. 

This sound occurs in all tju: positions. 


Initial 

nil J 

• » 

you 


ntip 

‘Snot, mucus’ 


nCi ■} 

‘mskJe* 


nupA: 

'man, male' 


nupi: 

'woman, female* 

Medial 

an f. 

'two* 


kauu: 

‘who* 


ami: 

'two hundred’ 


cunhi 

‘to Ijc kind v kind 


kant\i: 

‘quilt 1 

Final 

Mitt 

‘younger sister’ 


aha fl 

old man, cldei' 


asan 

‘sett’ 


IikIo.u 

‘aunt’ 


Inn 

‘prosjxrrity' 


[n] occurs in combination .1* the first element of the elufttrs with 
the following consonants in the medial position. 
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tp*1. [M. [t h l [d], [l]. [s"L DJ. [>). M. [»]. [4 [y]- 


[—np*—] 

tlnp h a: 

Teach’ 

[-nb-| 

tamba 

‘to earn, success* 

I -ut- 1 

kantak 

'slightly hard’ 

[-**-] 

kant , 'i 

'Basil heads' 

[ -nd- 

! 

cando.n 

‘sandalwood’ 

[-nk-; 

] 

tn:nko:k 

‘first time* 

[—nk fc — 

] 

unk b A: 

‘Bible’ 

[-Of* 

) 

re;ntja.r» 

‘train* 

[ -nc— 

] 

tamciip 

^bracelet’ 

[-nj-l 

tarnjii 

‘chance, occasion 

[- "*-] 

ins\:r 

‘curry’ 

[-nh-] 

k&nhimba 

'to save, saving* 

[-nin- 


La: mne :n 

§" t 

lime 

]-nn- 


kanxm 

‘Wrongly* 


kanyn: 

•gird bride* 


[<)] Voiced Medio-velar Nasal : 

In the production of this aoiimi die back part of the tongui 
touches the soft palate closing tl«* oral passage completely. The 
•oft palate a lovrcietl leaving nasal passage open for the air 
compressed from lung* to puss freely through it. The vocal 
cords remain vibrating. 

Tills sound occurs in all die positions. 

9 

Initial 


fjA k 

'neck' 

Qii: 

‘fish’ 

gauLi 

' early’ 

Qarik • g 

'yesterday* 

Qasi 

‘today* 


7 
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Medial 


■OK* 

‘signal' 


agiinba 

‘to be light, light’ 


igk b o:l 

‘garden* 


ci^doim 

'peak 


cu;gcht 

‘rate’ 

Final 




itQ 

Smm' 

j • • 


avri:) 

‘north 


aga:g 

‘child 


ahjq 

'night' 


clj 

iinr 


[g] occurs in Combination as the lirst dement of the eituitr* with 
the following consonants in the medial position. 

[pi [p*]. 11*1. [*]. [t*l [d], [k). [k*]. [g], [g‘1 [c> 

ll [*1 PI W. [-]. [nj, [1], [rj, [yj. 


[-9P-] 

nogpoik 

‘least' 

Hp‘-J 

k^otQp^um 

‘foot—print’ 

[ “J** - ] 

l.'ghn 

'to be cold, cold* 

[-a*-] 


‘date* 


ka:gt\>:l 

‘bedstead’ 

R<H 

tu^da 

'afterwards' 

£-9 k ~. 

m:» gkAt 

‘marriage price* 

[-**-] 

k*:gk*Al 

'mosquito' 

[ -W- ] 

ma g*kl 

•pea* 


sii;g*a:ra: 

w 

[-0C-] 

1 h * t 

k o;gcat 

‘voyage* 

[ -oj- ] 

'polo stick’ 

[ -a*- ] 

kft-’QSt 

■gon*’ 

[-o'-] 

am.i:jk.» j 

'latrine' 

[-a»>-] 

hAjbo.nba 

‘to empty, empty* 
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[urn- ] 

h 4 :r)ma [ 

[-311-n] 

tasc:gna 

[-QI- ] 

katQl&p 

[- 5 r-] 

cetQr&m 

[-ov-1 



'adae* 

'truly’ 

'clan' 

‘mushroom’ 
‘second &|ger’ 


It also nccun finally as the first element in combination 
with [kj. 

[ -13k—] te:gk 'tank* 


LATERAL 

[1] Voiced Alveolar Lateral : 

In the production of this sound the lips are spread to a 
certain degree. Tl* tip of die tongue including the anterior part of 
the blade touchu* tin: alveolar xidge closing die air stream com¬ 
pletely in the rniddlr region leaving opening* on Imth die skies 
of the tongue for the air to [pass through The soft palate u 
raised to close die nasal passage The vocal cords remain vibra¬ 
ting. This sound occurs in all the ptmtiofis, and it Ircciy varies 


with [n] in the final position 

Initial 

lAq 

'thread* 

Id: 

‘liambotr—tiet* 

lo.k 

'phlegm, cough’ 

Uk 

‘inode’ 

laki: 

‘heart' 

Medial 

aiu 

'potato* 

alia: 

‘Allah’ 

ko:mU: 

‘orange’ 

alma:ri 

'almirah 1 

Ipulen 

'summer' 
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Final 

ko;l ■*- ko:n 

'machine' 


jha:l — j h a:ti 

'cymbal* 


lo:l '•lorn 

language* 


lti~]1n 

•make* 


til — tin 

'insect 


It may be mentioned licrr that the syllable initial [II whet 
preceded by an open syllable is always substituted by [r] in poly- 
morphemic words 


i+lujb&:k -► ira [bit rk 
a+le:mba —► arermba 
i:+lc (:rc 

ot+ii —► o:ri 


‘my mother land 
‘to remain, rrmaindei' 
lias written* 

'vomiting’ 

etc. etc. 


[I] occurs as the first element of iltttUn in combination with the 
following sounds in medial position. 


M. {»■*], [*1 [H [1]. 


(- lb- ) 

pcrlba 

‘to please, 

pleasure* 

[* h -] 

lalt k Am* 

'property' 


l -lg- 1 

salprm 

'turnip’ 


r-ih-1 

perlh.i nba 

'to satiate, 

wtisf action’ 

[ -u- 1 

tallh: 

C f 

tree 



TRILL 

[r] Voiced Aia'p.olar Trill : 

In the production of (hi* sound the tip of the tongue taps 
against the teeth xidge causing n series of taps produced rapidly. 
The soft palate is raised to elnrsr the nasal passage. The vocal 
cords remain vibrating. 
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Thu sound occurs in ail the position*, but in the final peti¬ 
tion it occurs mostly m burrowed items. 


Initial 

ra:g 

‘ra*a’ 


ratna 



rr:ti 

‘file’ 


raa 

*Ra*a ? folk dance' 


racana 

< » 
essay 

Mhdial 

A ri k 

'beads’ 


9 

errfim 

t > 

Clfff 


kw a :k 

‘bimrr flv' 

# 


arfi m 

‘freer* 


urlrj 

* pimple' 

Final 

lahar 

‘rubber’ 


utuur 

‘musk melon* 


jo:k*a:r 

‘lubeiculosb’ 


jumbS.T 

'crocodile’ 


a.*ca:r 

‘pickle' 


[r] occurs as the first member of the U*tUn in combination with 
the foil owing consonants in tlir iicdial position. 

[p]. [p h l W. to. M- W W. [k‘]. [g]. w. 

[ml [1] 


[-T- ] 

karpu.r 

'camphor’ 

r-T>‘-i 

co:rp h om 

'olive* 

[-*-] 

karbarr 

‘liuHincas* 

[-**-] 

gaib** pri ha 

'to o»inoei\e' 

[-«-] 

kn:rta:tt 

'cymbal' 

l-«‘- ] 

art 1 ;* 

•meaning’ 
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f-rd-l 

parda: 

* • » 
curtmn 

[-rk-] 

sarkas 

• t 

circus 

l-r* b -] 

dark k a:s 

'application" 

[ -nr*] 

targa 

'heaven' 

(- r| >- 1 

touhotnbu 

'to breathe' 

-rm- ] 

a. 

1 

'religion' 


ba:r1i 

'hurley 


[f] Voiced Rbtroflbx Flap: 

In the production of this sound hm of all the lip of the 
tongue is curled to a certain decree nod dicti it touches the hack 
pan of die alvrc.lar ridge closing the oral pMlaga momemnrily. 
Then the articulator is wididrawn from die point of contact 
rapidly producing only out: tap for the relra.** of the air stream 
The soft palate is raised fee close the nasal passage. Vocal cords 
remimi vibrating Thu .% not a* retroflex u sound as m Hindi or 
in Dravidian languages, but has a lesser degiee i>f retroflexion. 
Borrowed items which have a [f] sound in the source Language 
may lie optionally he.trd with the approximation mentioned above 
without leading tn any semantic change, fr] has a higher frequency 
of occurrence in comparison to [f J. 

pafda: - pant*: 'curtain' 

rabar - mbar 'rubber 

SEMI-VOWELS 

[w] Voiced Bilabial Semi-Vowrl : 

In dir production of this sound the lips nrr pursed together 
to a certain dt^rn: assuming a round shape. The back part of 
the Longue is raised towards the posterior part of die soft palate. 
Bm it neither touches nor fotius uny aperture tn cause friction. 
The position of thetongue for [w] it further retracted and comi- 
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dcrably higher than [u]. The soft painter is raised to close the 
nasal passage. The vocal cords remain vibrating. The air com¬ 
pressed from the lungs passes out unobstructed. 

The position of lips for this sound varies to a certain degree 
with different speakers and according to the vowel sound that 
follows. 


[\vj sound occurs initially and iutcivocalically. 

Initial 


w:i: 

'bamboo’ 

wiiri 

'prose, story’ 

wa:ro:l 

‘statement 

wa:| 

'musk' 

waiqba 

C 

ho be tall, tall 

HVrUTQ 

‘north 

iw.i-; 

‘husband* 

kuwn: 

‘betrlnut* 

aw a: 

'Burmese* 

kuwii :k 

i i 

crow 


[y] Voiced Medio-Palatal Semi- Vowel : 

In the production of this sound die lips are spread to a 
certain degree. The front pan of the tongue is raised towards 
the anterior part of the lend palate. But it neither touches nor 
forms any aperture to cause friction- 'Hie puMlkui of the tongue 
for [y] is further advanced and considerably higher than [i]. The 
soft palate is raised to dose the natal passage. The vocal cords 
remain vibrating' The air compressed from the lungs parses out 
unobstructed. 

The position of lips for tlus; sound varies to a certain degree 
with different speakers and according to the vowel sound dint 
follows. 
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[y] sound occurs initially iuxi intcrvocalically, 

Initial 


yargi 

‘of the tooth’ 

ya: 3 

'backbone’ 

y .i: 3 ba 

‘to be light, light 

ya:gba 

‘lo be swift, swift’ 

ya:t*iv 3 

C 

'order' 

ay\ik 

'morning' 

mayriQ 

length’ 

maye:k 

'script* 

mayorm 

'pocket' 

may A-in 

‘general’ 


CilJDES 

[u] Voiced Back Glide : 

In d»e production of this sound the lrp* arc pur«xl togctlier 
to a certain decree assuming a round tlrnpe, The bark part of 
die longue is raised toward* the ]K»iciior pan of the soft pulabc. 
But it neither touches nor foam uuy aperture Lo cause friction. 
The position of the tongue for [u] is slightly retracted and higher 
than [uj. It glides towards the poHiiuti usually adopted for thr 
production of Bark Vrtweii The soft palate is r.nard to dose the 
nasal passage. The vocal cords remain vibrating. The air com¬ 
pressed ironi lire lungs passes out unobstructed, [u] is ixsupuia* 
lively less sonorous than [u]. It w a non-syliable Sound. 

The position of lip* for this sound varies to a certain degree 
with different speakers and according to the vowel sound dial 
precedes. 

[p] occurs medially between a vowel and a consonant and 
finally after a vowel. 
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Medial 

hii.up6r) 

URup'ftm 
t k Juiho 
k*o: jdoru 

Final 

y*™ 
pt\nj 

n»u 

[i] Voiced Front Glide : 

In Uic production of this sound the lias art spread to a 
certain degree. Tlic from put of llu. Longue is raised towards 
die anterior part of the hard palate. But it neidirr Unrein* nor 
forms any aperture to cause friction. The position of die tongue 
lor [i] is sightly advanced and higher than [i]. It glides towards 
the position usually adopted for the production of front "vowels. 
The soft palate b raised to close thr nasal passage, Tlic vocal 
cords remain vibrating. The air compressed from the lungs pusses, 
nut unobstructed, [j] is comparatively less sonorous than [i] 
It is a nonsylUbit sound. 

The poantion of the lips for this sound varies to n certain 
degree with different speakers and according to the vowel sound 
that pTcortb. 

Q] occurs medially between a vowel and consonant and 
finally after a vowel. 

Medial 

mil IpV.kpi 'a name 1 

orjp^c:* >noiblr’ 

o: j ba 'lo be, being' 

la lie; 'not available' 


'keule-drum’ 
‘womb’ 

'to drive , driving* 
‘navel* 

'sheep* 

'news' 

'oar' 


8 
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5a 

Final 

k k o:^e:i 

miik h o:j[ 

Qimk fc a:i 


T 

Tuhrnf rod’ 
‘they’ 

limitation* 



3 . PHONOLOGY AND SCRIPT 


Human Icings are capable of producing a very large number 
of differrnt speech sounds, but each language uses only a limited 
mimlirr of them, out of which some arc distinctive and the rest 
nondistinelive. Distinctive speed) sounds alone distinguish one 
mcaruuK from another in a language. These are the contrasts, 
while the odiei differences may he of c iinplernenuition or free 
variation. The examination of the phonetic data with a view to 
sorting out the distinctive difference is known as Phonemic Analysis 
and this proerss helps the. analyst in organising the total amount 
of cli flerrnt Bjicech sounds heard in the utterances of the speech 
community into a limited number of classes, depending upon the 
language, called Phonemes. The sounds which constitute a single 
phoneme are phonetically similar in the sense ihat they share some 
features of articulation or some combi nation of features absent 
from the members of all other phonemes. Even’ phoneme as a 
whole contrasts in at least one position witlr every other phoneme 
When all the sounds of a language including both suprasegmemals 
as well as seginentals have been classified into phonemes, a set of 
phonological units is obtained in term* of which the entire voca¬ 
bulary and grammar of the language can lx- easily described. 

Tire speech sounds presented in the last chapter of die Rcodrr 
are of phonetic nature. In oilier words dxy are perceptually 
received speech units which one hears different from each other for 
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the first time after coming into contact with the language one 
intends to learn These differences may rot makr any distinction 
as for as meaning is concerned. TVreforc, a brief phonemic 
analysis of Manipuri language is presented in thi« chapter along 
with a now on the adoption and adaptation of Script. 

The phonemic analysis of a language presupposes sonu 
concepts to be understood daily by die lea men. In the light of 
the phonemic analysis of Manipuri ihr fallowing Concepts must he 
understood by the learners. 

Contrast : 

Distinctive ‘difference in speech sounds which results in 
distinguishing one meaning from another is known a* contrast. 
Thus within the system of kfimipuri speech s*>«ind<i [pj is difTrrent 
from or contrasts with [p h ]aa«cen in [pi] 'tears' versus [pM] 
‘cloth’. Similarly [p]. [p h ]. b], [b h ] arc in am trait in words like 
[p 4: ‘]-[p* am) ^bdini ] [ Lfc ®[p] contrasts with [t], [V], in 
word* like [pf], [ti], [ki:] and so on. Such contrastive sounds 

arc Phonemes. 

Complementation : 

If two or more sounds are so distributed among the forms 
of a language that none of them ever occur* in the same position 
as others, and if all the sound* in question arr phonetically 
similar in the sense of sharing a feature of articulation absent 
from all othei’sounds, they arc classified togetlwr as allophoties 
of the same phoncri c. Tims within thr AyMrtn of Manipuri 
speech sounds [vv] is in complementation , with [v}] in [warri] 
‘story’ [awfi:g] 'north and [tiniipof:] 'dowiy', [pi u] ‘new*’ etc 
As illustrated [w] occurs initially aiui tntcivocaUcally while [u] 
occurs elsewhere. Similarly [y] is in cosaptanen Cation with [i] 
m [ya:] ‘tooth’ [aytik] 'morning* and [a;] T [k r ‘o;ije;j] fishing 
rod’ etc. 
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Free Variation : 

If two or more ipncJi sound* occur nondistmctiwly in the 
same environment, they are in free variation as [l] and [n] in 
[till] ’>! [tan] ‘bicad’, [ill] — [linj ‘snake* and [V>:l] ^ [lun] 
'language' etc. 

Manipuri sounds also exhibit difference* in term* of length 
and nasalisation. While length is a distinctive featuiv for vowel* 
as well as consonants, nasalisation is non Jistinrihe. The two 
features an: discussed below. 

Length : 

One of the significant dfawtikstt of speech sound* is dura* 
tion. By tlidi very nature, ail vowel*, semivowels, spirants, 
nasals, lateials and trills can be protaftfCd indr-finitely, until the 
breath supply »* exhausted, stops and adnotci on the other hand 
cannot be prolonged in the same manner In the case of slops 
and affricates, the duration of hold during the closure results in 
length However the hold of a voiced sU*p or affricate can continue 
only till the air pressure above the glottis is* equal to that below 
it, and the hold of a voiceless Mop or affricate U mere silence. 

#MI such phenomena aic matters of duration. It is custo¬ 
mary to divide thr continuum of duration into tvro dimension* and 
to speak of short and tong sounds. In Manijairi, sprrch sounds 
arc bulli shoit as well as long, [i, u, a] in [im \:] 'mother’, [isnt:j 
'leal ', [aoni:] '•oe' me short and [i:, u:, a:, e:, o:] in fitbal 

‘to write' [a :ba] ‘to sec [a:lu] 'potato*, [e:r!im] 'egg', lorn* | 
'to vomit', iue long and so on Distinctive duration in Maui pun 
is marked as [:] with vowels while die same is cxpre«>cd by 
the doubling of die comoimms as in [ktippu] 'to Ciy\ [natter] 
*no’ [ukki;j] 'tiller’ etc. 
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Nasalization : 

When cJosr syllables in Manipuri arc marked l>y thrir ending 

in iuis.il sounds the obligatory dement of the syllable, that is, the 
vowel round is nasalized to a certain degree- The formation of 
nasal sounds hat been described earlier. By nasalization of a 
sound it sliould I* understood that simultaneous to the release of 
preceding sound the vocal organs adopt position required for the 
production of the following nasal round. In oilier words the 
■oft palate which was to hejafin with in raised position doling the 
nasal passage come* down and allows a jiort of the air to How out 
of the nasal cavity simultaneous to the. oral release. But this 
phenomenon is notidistmrtive thus predictable in Manipurn 

DisTRinirnoN : 

Distribution of speech rounds in a language i» their specific 
occurrence with rtfeiencr to the Irration or position v.ucd us 
initial, medial, final etc., or in terms cf >\ Hal'lie unimire as 
syllable initial and syllable final, etc This distribution or the 
occurrence of spcn-li sounds is always language specific and often 
the learner faces vai ions difficulties in learning ilir new system 
and sounds inasmuch ns sotrr of the rounds do not occur in the 
langunge at all or they do not occur in die systematic fashion 
comparable to the system of hi* native language 

Occurrence of tones, non—occuxTcnoe of retroflex rounds, die 
restricted aocurtrocr nnd the free variation of certain sound* m 
Manipuri arc the likely areas of difficulty»for Indo-Aryan and 
Dravidian learners specially. The teacher rs well as dir leainct 
lint u> be careful in this regard. Tlic distribution of distinctive 
Manipuri sounds is as follows : 

Tones occur in till the |>r*irion$ and with all thr vowel rounds. 
Tliere a no non*distinctive tone in Manipuri 
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Vowel* occur in all the |ioaitiani, but they do not occur in a 
sequence and none of them has more dun one allophonc. 

In the final position short and long vowels [Lj — ^t :) and 
/uj - fmf arc in free variation. 

Consonants have the following distribution. 

Voiceless stops [p, t, kj occur in all the positions, [tj has 
[t] and [l] allophonr* and |k] has [k] and [?] allophoma. The 
later allophour* in each case freely vary with the former ones but 
rot out etna 

Voiceless stops are voiced (not shown m ihc phonetic 
transcription) to .1 slight degree in intervocalic position. 

Voiced stops jb, d, r occur in all the positions and do not 
have more than one allophonr each. 

Aspirates, both voiceless ns well as wimd, 1 * 4 ., fp b . t h . k h , b u 
d k , ixsut only initially and medially. Voiced aspirates occur 
mostly in liorrowed items. All these aspirates do not liavc more 
than one ullophonc each. 

All the unanniratcd affrkntrs occur in all the portions. 
Affricates do not have more than one aiioptioiie each. Aspirated 
affricate* occur only initially and medially and mostly in borrowed 
items. lj] in its uma occurrence occurs mostly in borrowed items. 

Spirants, except [h], occur in all the positions, [h] occurs 
only initially and medially Spirants do not have mote than one 
allophonc each. 

Nasals occur in ait the uo&itiom and do not have more than 
one allophonc each 
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The l.itcml occur* in ull tin; position* but freely vane* with 
fnj in thr* final pomlinn and with /r in the intervocalic position. 

The trill occur* in all the position*, /r/ Iras two allophoncs 
[r] anti [f] where the latter can freely vary with the former but 
not cur ptii4. 

The semivowel* occur in all the positions. /w, ha* two 
alkip hones—[w] occurring initially ami i n ten oral kaJly and [u] 
occurring elsewhere Similarly j, has two alio phone*—[y] occur¬ 
ring initially and intervocalically and [ i] occurring elsewhcrr. 

Three art a few geminate clitftm of p, t. k, c, m, n f l and )/. 

Two consonant clutters are more in minibrr. Three consonant 
clutters are rare. Initial clutters and final duller* arc very rare. 


The phonemic systrm of Mar.ijmn language i* presented 
below briefly in the form of a chart mid then in irrm* of matrices. 


Phnnemt Alfobhont Occurrtnet 


Tones 

hi 

[•] 

1 l 

i’i 

NU [.] 

H 

(left 

unmarked) 

VOWELS 

N 

['] 

M 

M 


W 

/“; 

M 

M 

[*) 

fri 

M 

i », 

M 

i“/ 

[» ; ] 


all the |Mj»ition 
•• 

all die position* (but mostly in 
borrowed items) 

all the pouuous 

9 * 

M 

M 

ft 

99 

H 

9 t 
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Stops : 

CONSONANTS 

Phi ntttu 

Alfopbcae 

Oaurr«ni r 

Jpf 

bJ 

all ike positions 

Ip'i 

[p k ] 

initially and medial!; 

N 

M 

all the positions (mostly in borrow* 
ed items) 

l&! 

IV1 

initially and medially (’mostly in 

• 

borrowed items) 

ft 

to 

all the position * 


w 

all the positions (in Tree variation 
with It] as Mated ember) 

Pi 

(1*1 

initially anil medially 

m 

Ml 

all the positions (rare in dicbiuil 
position, occurs mostly in borrow* 
cd items) 

,A 


initially and medially (mostly in 
borrowed Itrmsi) 

N 

M 

all the positions 


W 

in die inter—vocalir<tl position 

m - w 

ft'! 

lk‘l 

initially and medially 

kl 

1*1 

all the positions (mostly in borrow¬ 
ed items) 

kl 

Is*] 

initially and medially (mostly in 
borrowed items) 

Aftricates : 

w 

lei 

all tiic portions 

PI 

t«n 

initially and medially (mostly in 
borrowed items) 

III 

D1 

all the positions 
(mostly in borrowed Unra) 


9 
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Phenemr 

AlUfi^rne 

0(CUTlftU4 

m 

U*! 

initially and Medially (rare medi¬ 
ally, mostly in borrowed item*. 

Spirants : 


M 

all the jvtfhions 

IV 

[0 

• • 


DO 

initially and medially 

Nasals : 


• 

jm 

[ni] 

all the }KKUtioti& 

H 

M 

all the position*, ([-n] - [-1]) 

lit 

[5] 

all thr positions 

Lateral: 

N 

10 

all live poflittoot [—ij - [—s»] 

[-1-] - [- 1 -] aa stated earlier, 

Trill : 

W 

to 

all tlir positions 


U! 

medially (If] - [r]) 

Semi-Vowels : 

/w; 

M 

initially and intrrvocaUcally 


[«] 

r lsrv.hr rr 

m 

,y; 

ini lulls and intrrvocaJiealfy 


lu 

elsewhere 


Ihe Matrif* of die pfunnmU j of Manipuii language arc ai 


foUows: 



Table No 1 


TONES 

Pbrntmt 

.Va/ar# 

Repreumttion 

1 1 

11 

Falling 


li 

Rising 


H 

Level 

Left unmarked 


TaUr No. 2 


Hngkl of 

4 

f'rcAt 

Ln rounded 

Short T«on# 

HIGH 

i r 

LOWER HIGH 


HIGHER MID 

c: 

MID 

1 


LOWER MID 


HIGHER LOW 


LOW 



vowels 


Position of longiu 


(.inlraliJtJ 

Back 

LurounJol 

Rounded 

SIkhi lx>ng j 

Short Long 

— - —_- _ 


1 


u 




Tftblr No. 5 


1 

PviM «/ arlit*!ttian «. 

r *kl*l 

| XfinnsT o/irtifrlatiin 

B'.UIhjiI 

STOPS 

AFFRICATES 

Voielr* un.noii ated 
Vnicrkfc .c*pii4tr<J 

\’i.NinJ uiitfkpiiatvd 

Vowed opu.iinl 
Vi>iorIeM im.icjMraicd 
VvimlcM aapi rated 

V 

p* 

b" 

Voiced ann^HfaKd 
Vowed aspirated 

- — 

SPIRANTS 

NASALS 
LATERAL | 

Voice] cm 

Voiced 

Voiced 

Voiced 

an 

TRILL 

SEMI-VOWELS 

Voiced | 

Voter lea* 1 


Voiced 

w 


CONSONANTS 



Froatal Dirsnl 

Alveolar 

Malinp.1l.1i4I Mcdtovclai 

l 

1 ! k 

l“ 

l u 


Fautal 


Pharynflal 

I 
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Script : 

The original M ampcri SCRiiT an offshoot of Rrakami 
lias been repUned long back by another script derived from 
Btahami khown as Bengali. Since then it has been modified at 
times and is in caiman use Tins script is written from left to 
right. No serious attempt has been made to systematically modify 
the current script as n whole to suit the nature of the Manipur i 
language. Manipuri Longi Baiun, published by Naharol Suhuya 
Premi Samiti, Imphal, 1967 is such un attempt, but still dis- 
cripcncies remain. Some enthuviatiK young people arc now 
talking of reviving the old senpt But mere reviving of the old script 
will not serve any useful purpose until it Accounts fen the represen¬ 
tation of tones etr. An attempt to revive tbt: old script will be in 
the long run harmful to the propagation mid development of the 
language for various apparent socio-rroromical reasons. More* 
over the Current script has the potentiality to account for all the 
necessities if modified. In this regard 1 an attempt is made here 
to suggest minimum ways and means from within tlir system to 
achieve maximum efficiency in the visual (alphabetic) reprrsenta* 
tiori of Manipuri language. This system operates on rime* 
Jas/iion and is u on* tier tyitim thus avoiding fur titer super or 
sub-imposition. This eyxtrm a suitable when judged on the 
principles of siaritj, legibility end capacity Jar Path manual and 
mtchantcal matipa'aiton'. It requires min imum or tto changes 
in the cxnting typing machines with tlte least extra effort on the 
part of the typists and his a potentiality for social accrpianr* since 
the modification* arc from within llir existing sy*tcni 

Manipuvi l.iiwuugc ha* to represent thiriysi* sounds exclud¬ 
ing the Wei tone which is in be left tmmatlcrd, but the letters 

1 fnirodurtion to Mantfmu Script (furthcoming), CI1L, 
Mysore. 

See also ladsr Singh ; 'Representation of Supraaegincnuts in 
Writing System*', pics cm od at ill k 3rd All India Linguists Can/crcnce 
held at theOsmaTiia University, Hyderabad, dui mg Dec curler, 1972. 
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or graphemes in use are more titan those needed for their repre¬ 
sentation. The superfluous Inters, some of the allographs and 
other hicomistarcH’s in the existing system could be safely omitted. 
Thus necessary amission will not only ease the load hut also 
provide: for better and a fuller representation. 


SU 

[H] 



Hi. 

00 

9 

[»*>] 


[ol. 


[']• ^ 

in 

;5 

1*1 

T> 

[i'l 


[ol. a 

[*]. 

uml 

Vi/ 


are not needed at all for obvious reasons that the sounds these 
graphemes are supposed to represent either do not exist or are 
not distinctive. 


Sounds like [ai], [uu], [a:i], [*:«], [e:ij, [o:i], [o:u] and 
[uj[] should l«e represented by unit graphemes such as 


\3^j an<i ^ 

have any allographs. In 

are optionally represented 


respectively. These graphemes will not 
traditional orthography^ [a j] and [a\jl 
„ jf> nod ^ along with 


their allographs as ^ 


and 


ll 


These representation* 


should lie regularized a* suggested above 
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The retention 


ion oi and 


of lire units instead of tin.* and 

• \ 


tive basis of economy and legibility. 


as die second dement 


*3 is justified on 
> 


All consonantal rrpicvTTitatitms will have inherent 
and tn denote the pure consonant foil ns [ % ] may la* used 
the consonants. . S • 5 and other combined forms 

winch are alrrady prevalent, may hr retained even though forms 
with [ * j could be used. 

The level unit: may be left unmarked, and for reprejentinw 
falling and rising tones [J and [)J] inay be u*od after the 
graphemes representing vowel, sounds. 

Given bdow is a passage lioth in thr c urrent orthography as 
well an in the suggested modihed script so as to illustrate the 
advantage* claimed above. Tlic pi tone tic notations and the 
meanings are given subsequently. 


below 
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Suggested Modified Sokipt: 


^•‘3 s)-4|.^ 5rf s5J $ , 

s W:^r fSrFf.jj .^1,1-; ■^rr^ 

1^35 ^ <a lW5K 

fcyn ^35 fk w.« 


1 1 i cadi i» follow* in the phonetic transcription. 

ariba sa:hil>» mak fc itl yit:m i 

t h u\vn:n mict:kki hidir.kki lulnacljUi pura:n£i 
maworqria liiiba mak b An mak h jind gyaingi aira*ug 
bigyamgj *a:h»ryagi mat b ikta amiisuQ 

saprc:rj kayd:ku: la j 


There arc various types oC literature in early ManipuH. 
Subjeemr s<>m»s or lyric* and objecuvr romances or narrative 
poerm besides what may Ire called the germs of a literature in the 
diape of chronicles and treatise* on astrology, medicine, etc., are 
ail there’. 



4. PHONETIC DRILLS 


When a student sets out to learn a nrw language, he needs to 
Accept the fact that it is different and that he must leam to 
pronounce some new and unfamiliar sounds projicily. However, 
he is so conditioned by the sound system of his native language 
that learning of these new sounds can be a very formiriuhfr task. 
He also finds it almost equally hard to pronounce die familiar 
sounds when they are used in unfamiliar ways. 

The Ley' to success lies in die encouragement by the instruc¬ 
tor and the amount of practice jpvrn for the pronunciation of 
these sounds through drills etc. 

lire Phcntttr Drills Are given l»ere to help die learner to 
practice the pronunciation of the sounds described in chapter 
two An attempt is made to provide minriiur/ and rubmtuivtal ftcin 
wherever available. The examples are |>re$ci»tcd in phonetic 
script in the chapter wilhiHil using [ ]. 

The examples given under the description of each sound in 
chapter two can also be used for addition.il drills. 

Tones t 

One of the major areas of difficulty for the learners whose 
native language does not have rone, or when they do not have an 

10 
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experience of precnving or piortotincmg is of acquiring ihr 

hnbit of making tliftliiM liana in die perception and production of 
various tone* and thcii pallet m. 

Words in Munipuri language ere of mcnn.mertHumic and 
poljmorfitumu nature. Moiomorpkemie words ere monosyllabic 
and HsyUekit words ui»d the felymorphemic words are mow#- 
sylUhc, ditJtUebic and f>ol?syUohtr word*. Tore: it a syllabic 
feature where the only obligatory sej^rnmt of the syllable occurring 
as llic nucleus is a vowel. Borrmmid tlerm have a pattern of level 
tone on each syllabic. Patterns av»ilali|r in moimmni plieinic 
words delruninr the tonal pat trim in polymorphemirwordi These 
pot terns arr as follows : 

MtneitMaltc wonls lut\r eithm .1 /sftirjf, a rising »r a ftrof 


tonr. 

Falling Tone : 

1: 

'Mood* 

t u o: j 

‘door’ 

k fc o:jj 

# lc?* 

CAlk 

•food* 


•filer 

Rising tone : 

k 1: 

'fear* 


' bridge' 

k h »:g 

VanaT 

eh: 

*tna' 


•hill’ 

Level tone : 

i 

‘thatch* 

u;( 

'camel' 

k*o;tn 

‘bicuit, milk' 
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9 

ca: 'lac' 

I • 9 

■lg 

Word* for further practice 


4t 

W 

tin 

'insect* 

inA g 

'dxcaui' 

Ltn 

‘property' 

p h A«n 

“rank’ 

kk:g 

‘mosquito' 

lil k 

louse* 


•ankle* 

tnlt 

'eyr' 

» „ 
o:t 

Work* 

mf g 

'nanir* 

• 

li)o;n 

‘pillow’ 

lorn 

'language' 

p*i»m 

‘ftool* 

kk:g 

‘chariot* 

cc;k 

'brick* 

lit :g 

'trap 

p‘i 

'ninth' 

urt 

Vainel’ 

tin 

Vpkton' 

morn 

'mound* 

to: ij 

Vlove' 

p*o:n 

‘result* 

Iun 

'rhythm* 

cerk 

'cheque' 

tig 

'astfocuda* 

p b i 

Tec’ 


Disyllabic word* have rismgMtul, Urtl-ltttl, level - 

filling, level-rising and rising-filling patterns. 
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Fall i no—level 

nkkpa 
Cm lima 
k b ’jlxn:m 

ke:kru 

k h ^idam 

Rising-level 

n» :knn 
4d>a 

k h rt :mr:n 

k h o:« ru 

% 

cA.'dir] 

Level-level 

a:orx 
ucc K o:p 
k wear 
l»o;r 
karbair 

Words for further practice 

eGbli 

ni-]gi 

gkknun 

□ r\ J Iki 

k Si jin 

cktpa 
kikpa 
t h a ubci 

u ilxi 

ni:b» 

nn 

k*Anba 


‘proximate’ 

•truly’ 

•pau* 

Soapnut’ 

•evidence' 

'side* 

'to see, scene’ 
*brinjal’ 

Vax’ 

Yonaumption 

‘pickle* 

•feast, festival' 
'mule’ 

•Cod’ 

‘liuxinfa*’ 


‘bridle ’ 

'your* 

'neck' 

r u> roar, roarhuf' 
•nail’ 

'to go, gait' 

'to offer, offering' 
'to drive’ driving* 

‘to nap, nap’ 

’to ask, hetrerinc;’ 
‘to wait, *TUt’ 

*to open, open' 
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W:tpa 

*lo cut, cutting’ 

k k e:ba 

'to tmuM, aunitsrmrnt 

t ll 111 >51 

A 

*l*> do, work' 

1 k itiha 

** 

‘to be sJi.up. sharp’ 

a:»a: 

fiopc’ 

arno.k 

Ypeendet' 

injin 

4 _ • f 

engine 

trudu 

‘rider brother* 

k^rtjur 

'datr*, sweat’ 

k*ara 

•a little' 

uuru: 

’wire* 

i “niirl 

A 

’rope’ 


Level* falling 

&k*n 

ah 

lean 

ishij 

k h ud4p 

Level-rjsino 

aiiorm 

umo:rn 

. • 

IXCffl 

iJcjn 

kNiderj 


‘elder’ 

‘three’ 

‘yotini^r sister’ 

'moss’ 

‘cubit’ 

‘you (hoti)* 

'female' 

‘IVw’ 

'younger slum's husband' 
Vooden tub* 


Words for further practice 


kuwv.k 

'crow' 

lists 

'male friend' 

mu: 

’mother’ 

illg 

‘water' 

tar ft k 

'six' 

am ilk 

'once* 
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Hr’im 

'fever' 

uik 

'*> iiukIi 

iwi. j 

*north’ 

Ut: 

‘fiiitak friend” 

ipri 

‘father' 

ad Am 

'like ih.tr* 

urr.l 

Vvpn' 

xmi: 

w 

nu»i A 

'seed' 

in mIa 

'that' 

Rnme-FALLiNR 

l< iik'i 13 

"Wands’ 

drlk 

‘beads' 

nfc.ko.it 

'fear* 

ci :9c u 

‘rate' 

k^drj^r) 

Village' 

\\ordj tor fmthrr |<v;»< lire 

■ hi Jen 11 

'ear* 

111A p 


u k k p 

'wood powder’ 

lit meat 

'brhavioui' 

k o:ido:tr 

•% « 

'navel’ 

ko:m h «: 3 

>»lr' 

c » i 1 t» 3 

*jaw* 

k otjjr:1 

'finhing jod’ 

Tiny! uhu worrit have lirng-lntl-lntl, itttl- 

; In rl—falling—ltnl t /»»#/- 

•rw'l/-i#»W and falling 

• laft! At *mnr of the moM frequent 

pattern*. 

F A LU1 X t-'-LK V fc L- L f V KI. 

uiuutbti 4 to 

rnrrt, mrctir^’ 



niMNirrn: prim* 


7‘j 


r.» ainabi 
cumdaba 
: jalia 
k^iiniiaba 

R151 NG“ LEVEL “LEVEL 

^ 41 ? I 

o: Liu: lb* -%* u:uiia: | 
carrmabn 
cignabi 
t k a:jaba 
p<*:ixiaba 

Level-levejl-level 

atU u l 
racana: 
kVara 
ie:nga:ri 
c:siya: 

Worcb lor further practice 

norktiahi 
pljaba 
p h ;\ttakt 
maauiaba 
lY: nuaba 

k k a:taaba. 
c*:nbiba 
p k :*i jaba 
to: j jaba 
to:)a:ima 

prit h il»i 

rndriya 

bya:kn>:ngi 


'custom* 

'to do injustice, injunticr* 
'to be faithful, faithful 
'to quarrel, quarrel* 

a 'to be violent, violent' 

*10 be inti mete, intimate* 
‘to Ik in doubt, doubt' 
‘to believe, belief 
'to be unsat isfactory' 

*!» urst’ 

'essay' 

‘partly* 

Hum' 

'Asia 

'to ridicule, ridiculous’ 

'to serve, service’ 

‘to be bad, b<id’ 

'to lw equal, equal, like* 
'to play, playing* 

‘to shaiv, sliaring' 

'to favour, favour* 
l to be pood, Rood* 

‘to Rain, gala 
’diversly’ 

'earth' 

‘organs' 

'grammatical' 
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isami ‘Assamese’ 

a:ru:tmlar ‘plane* 


Level-falling-level 

akimbo 

apikpn 

apii 3 bn 

arlkpa 

iism n bat 
■ 

Level-rising-level 

akj:ba 
apu:kpa 
apernba 
ar A :ppa 

as»;i :gba 


RlSlNG-EALLING^LEVEL 

k ft lit kpa 

It 1 i'i :j inbn 
tMjlnba 


'to be bard, I bird* 

‘to be small, small* 

‘to lie foolish, foolishness.* 
‘lo be miser, miserly* 

4 to be grern, fjrem’ 

*lo lie afraid, terrible* 

'lo be wide, width* 

‘to satisfy, satisfactory’ 

‘to l^c distant, distaiu' 

*lo br lung, length' 

‘to be free, leisure* 

'to be spacious, space 
'which' 

'u> Ik* weak, vvrak* 

'to 1* lying, lying' 

'to Ijt empty, empty’ 

‘to lx* first t first* 

'whyir' 

'to ileal, stolen’ 

'to be lii rxccss,ex<e$s' 

'to be envious of, envy’ 

‘to prepare, pirpaiaiinn* 
‘to probe, probing* 


Words for fmthcr pi act ire 

a:h'»:!jba 
;th:i:Qba 
karii in ha 
aso:nba 

a!i ipp.i 

a:hii;nba 
a: h i: n ba 
k:i ttu:gi 
ah u.ba 
ahc:nba 



PHONETIC DRTLIJ? 


Ill 


ko:nsln1>a 


'to lold f fold' 

cekilnha 


'to Uikc cure, cart’ 

Word* for furtlirr practice 


Io:uslnha 


'to lock, lock* 

h.r:rdo:kpa 


'to •►pni, open' 

mV;>itki 


‘airy’ 

hr*np'irjM 


'to incicuse, increase’ 

t* Am jin bn 


'to he brave' 

| v». [ t ] 

VOWELS 

ipu: 


'father' 

ibft 


‘to virile, writing' 



‘to forbid, forbidinjj’ 

lM:ba 


'to he ugly, ugly* 

ki 


'of* 

ki: 


'far* 

Word'* for further practice 


lnba 


'to follow, follower* 



*to be cold, oold' 

itft: 


female (fiend* 

i:to:n 


'dysrntiy* 

irii :n 


'my fault’ 

i:ra:g 


'.tgitutiem' 

iyik: 


‘my truth’ 



'hank* 



•of’ 

l h »- 


'united buttor* 

ti 


'testicles’ 

kf: 


'fear' 

cahf 


'acje’ 

asi: 


'this' 


11 
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[ i: ] « [ e: J 


i:Ua 

'to w^ite, writing* 

f.kn: 

•_ » 
ncc 

nf:b* 

'to a»k, begging' 

ncunbi 

’to be low, low’ 

m{: 

\w» 

ice: 

Vlilrr sister' 


Words for further practice 


pl.ba 

*tu offer y offering* 

pe:nba 

‘to satisfy, Mbrfartnry' 

t k f:ba 

'to hr ugly, ugly* 

t > e:Ui; 

'rabbit* 

5 l:ba 

to dir, death’ 

iemba 

*ta> protect, protection’ 

kf l« 

‘to fear, feat' 

krnba 

'to fall, falling’ 

aril: 

'two* 

»nc: 

'aunt' 


[i]"(r] 


lmba 

'to push, pushing' 

y:«:nba 

'to nit, nitting’ 

ip A: 

fa thrr' 

yu:ba 

'to approve, approval 

h h ln 

Yrrling’ 


'order * 

i*ifj 

'water' 

yKntinfcwi 

'to agree, agreement' 

ire:n 

'deep water’ 

y.i;rc:n 

'tooth 
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[»]«■[ ] 

bt 

u:l 

k a u:r 

htk 

u\: 

Words for further practice 

usu: 

4 ;ba 
thmba 

ttrha 

t*Mi)ba 

l^iba 

», i 

t fcagu 

b * 

t c:qu: 

nip fc rt 

po:pu: 

[ a: ] v* [ o: ] 

il:ba 

o:ba 

th:ba 

to:gba 

I*c:qu: 

t k aro: 

Words for further practice 

n:t 

o:t 

ilidaba 


•a s.W 

‘camel 1 

‘hand’ 

‘razor’ 

'poison* 

‘ainal * 


'branch* 

*lo sec. scene* 

‘to sleep, deep' 
‘to scvr, newing 
‘to reach, arrival 
‘to be fast, fuse 5 
‘wooden hammer’ 
‘tortoise* 

‘forty’ 

‘yoke* 


‘to sec, scene* 

‘to vomit, vomiting* 
‘to scta, sewing’ 

*to ride, nding* 

i k . > 

tortoise 

w 


•camel 

‘block* 

*to disappear, disappear a nrr 
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mu: KKAiifcK 

P 

(Ktpa 

V) ilir. uiriintf' 

k u »»:r 

'raztK * 

k'*o: : 

Va. u»T 

*u.r 

'tunc 

i*o;r 

‘God* 

LA: 

'Lumbal net* 

to: 

1 particle of uddir&s 

[ u ]»».[»• J 

* • 

IIII 

‘creeper 

v/.i.ri 

‘prose, story* 

Arlk 

‘licad*’ 

\va :rc:p 

'decision' 


'du*’ 

w* ;p\ini 

‘pinldcin’ 

limit g 

'woods’ 

wa :h i 3 

‘question 1 

timi • 

lonl 

warn a: 

‘bamboo—Leaf 

[ a ] vi. [ a; ] 

ahig 

•night’ 

a P h i? 

’opium’ 

k k anbi 

to plratr, pleasure' 

k k /i :gba 

'to hear, hearing' 

M 

'liy* 

ga: 

twh 

Word* for furiher practice 

ado; m 

‘you (hon) 

a:no:k. 

'ipcir ttiv Iv* ’ 

uyiik 

’ll aiming' 

a:yin 

‘Law’ 



PHONETIC DJULLS 


tj '»i] ha 


*to roar, roaring* 



*lo shine, shining’ 

t *i k | >.i 


'to grate, grating' 

trt:k|xa 


'instruct, instruction 

t»rc:t 


'seven* 

u.Ttk 


'dale, day* 


CONSONANTS 

vs. [ t» ] 

p V.ha 


'to read, study* 

ha:hu 


'gentleman* 

ip\: 


Tathcr’ 

i:ba 


‘to write, writing* 

P a: P 


'sin' 

b*n:b 


‘uiea' 

Word* for further practice 


para: 


lesson’ 

bo:ra: 


w 

pn:li 


‘turn’ 

ba:si 


'nationality* 

cutpa 


*Ct> go, gait 

c'mlx* 


'to contain, list 

kiit pa 


‘to ofTcr, offerings' 

k inbsa 


'to he hard, hard* 

nip 


‘snot 

tn:lo:b 


'remuneration' 

sap 

- 

'curse' 

nabnrb 


'ruler* 


[ p 1«. [ p‘ 1 
pf:ba 


'to offer, offerings' 
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p k x.lm 

‘to brat, lwntins‘ 

Iptitl 

father's elder brother 

ApS’ln 

‘dust* 

Word* for further practice 

p4mb« 

‘to collect, entire* 

p'timba 

to bury, burned* 

pilftm 

‘eyebrow* 

p b f jam 

‘drew* 

dpfcik 

board* 

ip b 4l 

'fountain* 


•box’ 

cap h ii 

‘cooking por* 

tupi 

'hat' 

poinp k l 

'raRc* 

[ p ] w. [ n ] 

pA:t 

‘lake* 

m«. 

‘bed I***' 

• 0 

ip»: 

‘father* 

im'i: 

'mother' 

top 

'Sim* 

l>o:m 

'l*omb* 

» 

Word* for further practice 

para: 

'lesson* 

man* 

Ved* 

puja: 

‘worship’ 

tro:ja: 

'glove* 

po.kpa 

'to give birth, birth’ 

mntpa 

‘Ui be dirty', dirty’ 

mpl: 

‘lady, female* 
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vnami: 

‘image’ 

map A 

"master, owner* 

manri: 

*»ting’ 

kk:p 

"span" 

bam 

*l»lm 

v*. [b>] 

hakt.v 

‘orator' 

bVkta 

‘tir voice 

bora 

‘sack’ 

bW 

"rent' 

Urmil 

'varnish' 

b k aro:t 

'India' 

knrharr 

'business' 

gumb*i:r 

'crocodile" 

kabo: 

'Burmne 

abS: 

'council' 

] Vfc [ b* ] 

p h i;ba 

‘to catch, catch 

b k a:b 

'idea 

p^om 

‘result * 

bo:m 

"bomb* 


‘Gemini’ 

ub b ft: 

'council’ 


Vuiftt* 

%umb h i:r 

‘crocodile 

v*. [ w ] 

bamt.n 

"spelling 

w»;hi^ 

‘question 

ba:si 

‘jutionality’ 

wiiri 

'prose, story* 
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l.ba 

*lo n iiir, writing’ 

iw .4. 

‘husband 

ibilg 

**ir’ 

awir^ 

‘north* 

[ 1 ]«•[«* ] 

m rule 

'iix’ 

Aimak 

for' 

uutti : 

‘fur’ 

mad A 

‘that’ 

pi :l 

lake 

band 

‘cmbirkment" 

Word* for fui liver practice 

turrm 

'canal* 

duka:n 

dwip* 

I'i.ki 

‘gonnrrhoeu’ 

darku 

‘dacnit* 

e 

tn mia 

lowly* 

doma 

leaf cup’ 

jala: 

'matted hair’ 

KB. do: 

"elder brother* 

mil km 

‘lime 

adh&m 

•like dm' 

t 

nidiu;n 

•up 

adc>:m 

’you' (hon.) 

[,]«.[«*] 


ari; 

'ten* 

t'lro* 

*lUy* 

wtta 

•time 

mu 11 ! i) 

‘next’ 
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Word* for further practice 


takpa 

‘to grate, grating' 

t h akpa 

‘to drink, drink' 

tithe 

*10 fall, fallen object’ 

t“i:ba 

’to plant, planted object" 

t'«:ba 

'to hem, hearing' 

t*&:ba 

‘to .send, sending’ 

mato:n 

'top' 

mat k o:j 

‘story’ 

it«:u 

‘male friend 

U k km 

•right' 

v». [ n ] 

tan 

•bread’ 

narj 

•you' 

raaum 

'time' 

manun 

'smell' 

mil 

‘eye’ 

Un 

‘property’ 

Words for further practice 

tin 

‘insect’ 

nip a: 

'male, man* 

tlnbi 

‘mother^-worm’ 

nlnba 

'to try, trial' 

til 9 

'kick, rear' 

n&j 

‘inside' 

U;mu 

'a Burmese town qn the bonier 

maA 

'mankind' 

k*ht 

‘hand* 

k&n 

‘twenty’ 

p&:t 

‘lake’ 



MAM PURI FHONKTIC HEADER 


90 

[ d ] vs. [ d b ] 

drama: 
d b arma 
dram 
d b a:ra: 
da:ku 
d h a:tu 
do:ri 
d b o:lo:k 
Kada: 

HadS: 

[» k ]».[d»] 

t b uba 
d b rubu 
l h iHn 
d b up 
iSub,! 
d b o:bi 

i b imb;i 

* 

clNimakcutu 

t h a:rba 

d b &mka: 

[ k ] v*. [ g ] 

hoemla: 

garni a: 

tikAp 

caga: 

cfclk 

ra:g 


‘dr ailin' 

'religion' 

‘drain 

*iMue‘ 

‘dacoit 

'metal’ 

•pall>' 

‘big drum' 

'mace' 

'donkey 

‘to make hanc 
'pole itar* 

‘•alt* 

. _ i 

m cense 

'to hr brave, brave’ 

Washerman 

'to drive, driving* 

‘comet' 

'to carry, lift’ 
'threat’ 

'orange 
‘flower pot' 

'wood powder’ 
'income' 

‘food* 

'raga* 


Word* for further practice 

ko:m *pit' 
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j?o:m 

'gum' 

ke:kru 

'soap nut’ 

gerhn 

*wheat. 

kftn 

'twenty* 

gun 

'quality' 

llkli 

‘bottle* 

ligla: 

'dew* 

da:ku 

'dacoit* 

magfir 

•quality’ 

-a< 

99 

8 

'chalk* 

'm 

•era* 

[k] w . [ k "] 


'chariot' 

k*o:g 

'carat* 

thkpa 

'to grate, grating’ 

ak*akpa 

*to climb, climbing 

Words for further practice 

ka:i) 

'mosquito' 

k h o.*Q 


kd:m 

'pit* 

k b o:tu 

'breast, milk 

potkp^hn. 

‘birth place* 

pa:k h Ta: 

\vi dourer' 


ndc* 

park*'*!] 

‘youth’ 

[ k ] vs. I j ] 

ka: 

'room' 

git: 

•fish' 

tnkpa 

'to grate, grating' 

ltikpft 

'to be amazed, amazement 
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pflk 

'bellcy' 

P *3 

‘hour' 

Word* for further practice 

leant) :| 

‘crook’ 

gars’* 

‘yesterday’ 

k/imba 

*10 decay, decaying’ 

rambu 

*to succeed, success’ 

ta:kpa 

‘to teach, teaching* 

t4:g*a 

‘rarely’ 

tol 

'tpade’ 

to:rj 

‘muscle - 

ko:k 

•head* 

k*o:ij 

'canal* 

[ S ] v»* [ g h ] 

guli 

‘tablet’ 

g fe umti 

'canopy' 

pi h »: 

'well* 

g fc u» 

'bribe' 

cagi: 

‘income’ 

mag k a 

'looms star* 

cng&m 

'rciidoKc' 

sing*a:ra: 

•pie’ 

[ k k ] v*. [ K h ] 

k tt i: 

'south' 

g*i: 

'refmeti laittcr' 

k h ftt 

*hand’ 

g h u» 

bribe* 

p.i:k h ;\g 

'youth, bachelor’ 

da:gR h ai 

'port office’ 

IBAk k il 

•mouth’ 

nmg h a: 

‘leonis star* 
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[«] v*. (i 1 


ciim 

‘lizard* 

jug 

‘era* 

ice: 

‘elder sister' 

o:ja: 

'teacher' 

Word* for further practice 

caga: 

‘income' 

jag«j 

'dance* 

cii:k 

'food' 

ja:m 

'black plum* 

macj'i n 

'material’ 

p k ijom 

‘dress' 

uee:k 

‘bird’ 

k h fijc:n 

‘armlet' 

».. f c» ] 

cinba 

'to wear, wearing 

c b lnba 

'to be *our, sour' 

cura: 

'crown' 

b 

c un 

'knife' 

CHULn 

*oat' 

c b a:nn: 

‘stainer* 

dcftp 


uce b o:p 

'feast, festival* 

v«.[j‘] 

ja:m 

'black plum' 

j b a:n 

‘cymbal* 

ja:ti 

‘nice, nation’ 

j b a:ri 

'a drinking pot 

juwa:r 

‘gambling' 

j h ula:n 

*a festival* 
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o:ja: 

'teacher* 

o:j fc a: 

‘teacher* 

m 

icir 

4_« 

seer 

V » 

Jem 

‘money’ 

a: to: 

'hope* 

uSA: 

•branch’ 

par* 

•paw' 

tail 

'playing cards 


Word* for further practice 


tana: 

'fold’ 

U: 

‘animal’ 

seiodal 

*alip]>ex>' 

*a:pH: 

'Gemini* 

asl: 

‘this* 


'water* 

ail's k 

•jo much’ 

iiht) 


g k u5 

'bribe 

ko:« 

'dictionary'* 

sarkw 

'circus* 

a:ka:a 

•sky’ 

• ] 

ce:k 

'brick’ 

He:n 

'money' 

cl] 

‘hui’ 

*>3 

'fuel' 

teem 

•flow’ 

ill 9 

4 water* 

lean 

'younger sister’ 
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pukcr:l 

pilftm 

M «• Cp‘] I«‘] [k‘] [c-3 [»] 
hi 
P M 
hft: 

ha: 

k h A: 

c*uti 

haikum 

sa:p*ii: 

cahl 

kop*i 

ah tun 

itSba 

ahan 

mak^jin 

uh&l 

fi 

UCC L CXp 

graha 

ana: 

[m] vs. [ a ] 

nutrj 
nil 5 

maal: 
can I: 
man km 

naarain 


‘mind’ 

'eyebrow' 

Wi’ 

‘doth 1 

'poison’ 

'vagina' 

‘yam’ 

'south 

'sneeze’ 

'leave* 
last year" 

Gemini’ 

‘■«c* 

'coffee' 

•three' 

‘to be quick, quick' 
'dder’ 

‘kind, type* 
fruit' 

‘feast, festival’ 

'planet 

•hope* 

'dream 

'you' 

image’ 

'two hundred' 

uneU’ 

rent’ 


Words for further practice 


tea: 


•bed bug’ 
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na 

‘at. by' 

nugt h o:n 

‘tide’ 

nigdom 

‘breast’ 

amd: 

'one' 

kind: 

'who* 

imi: 

' mother' 

in A: 

‘a piece of thatch' 

mam 

‘my hack’ 

ickn 

'younger sister’ 

ko:m 

‘pit* 

lorn 

'language' 

l n ] vs. [ Q ] 

naiuti 

'mankind' 

ga:nu 

'duck* 

kknba 

'to lave, saving' 

kNigba 

'to know, knowledge 

lan 

’property' 

I;*Q 

'thread 7 

Word* for further practice 

nA:kku 

‘side 

ga:cak 

'tadpole' 

n»:cnn 

'centipede' 

ra:caij 

'trapful of fish' 

tMnba 

‘to nab, colic—pain’ 

t*f glia 

'to shut, close* 

tuibt 

‘to halt, halt* 

tkjba 

'to scratch, scar' 

uun 

'tune' 

ka:g 

'mosquito' 

pin 

'pitcher' 

pdQ 

hour* 
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In: 3 

•trap 1 

ra:g 

‘raga* 

kaluck 

‘knee pit’ 

kunvrk 

'buttertty' 


'craft* 

5u:r 

'tunc" 

Words for further practice 

HgU: 

'dew* . 

riksa; 

Vikdww* 

luutni 

'lock of liair* 

iuina:n 

1i.uk! kerchirP 

a:lu 

’potato' 

nrani 

'common* 

ulurn 

'pendulum 1 

urttk 

'tray* 

caiucl 

'oat* 

rina.r 

'musk melon* 

V.. [ y ] 

wii: 

'bamboo* 

ya: 

'tooth' 

wm:ti 

'prose, nory* 

ya;ri 

• • 
gum 

wa:ha 

'to worry', worry 

ya;ba 

'to agree, agreement 

widbhg 

‘question’ 

yarp'sg 

'grinding tooth’ 

mawdn 

'hide* 

mayAg 

length* 
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Diills Riven in this ehaprrr are merely illustrative Inirmc* 
lrtr» bik! Innjiwjc teicWn of Minip«n (bain 5 native speadicrs 
nt Manipun ami having pedagogical ifamitig) v.irely can develop 
additional materia! as required. 

The teachers as well as undents may however keep the 
following (joints in view while making mrof this Hmririir Reader. 

(i) The native speaker is always correct, hence imitate him. 

(ii) Mimic thr tetdicr while keeping your cyrs on him. 
Mimic him to the point of gesture, speech being 
culturally ciHKiiti otxd, gesture many a linres plays am 
important rule in communication. 

(iid Lhi not Correct each other in the rlavt and avoid any 
other l.invnagr medium while learning thr language. 

(iv) Never repeal after your frlhjw students. Always follow 
die instructor or the tape as the case m.iy hr. 

|v) Rememher always that memorisation is neither a drud¬ 
gery nor an ineflk ienry but vrry vital for lutiguuRC 
learning. 

(vi) I>) nor irsrtil if-corrected. 

(vii| Rcmen.lw i that it is only l>y actually speaking tlir 
language you can learn how to speak No amount 
of knmvledgr a l tout thr language will give you facdiiy 
in speaking 

n»e instiuclors may not* the following points during their 
cfacMoom teaching. 
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(0 Do iwit make a student repeat m«rr than three limns 
at a stretch. If not satisfied with him come luck to 
him again. 

<»i) Never mimic the students’ mispronunciation. Always 
speak without rxaggrrating or ridiculing the student 
for his mm.ike. 

(iit Avoid other lnrigiuigc media while leaching the 
language in question. 

(iv) Keeping eye* on the student repeat afresh for every 
student. 

(>) Rrpr.it as often as necessary and |wu*r whetvvrr it ti 
natural .mil helpful 

(v») Never slowdown From your natural speed. Never make 
unnatural prunes 

(vis) Never be partial Do nor neglect the liettrr raws to 
concentrate on the poorer ones or do not concentrate 
on flic better ones because it is easy to teach them, 

(vtii) Stick to the vocabulary range of the studmts at nnv 
given time. It it important that the students shouiu 
he able to employ the karrit vocabulary items and 
learnt structures in communicating in an unantkifMtcd 
contact. 

(ix) Try to hold the attention of tin* dust; no amount of 
advice is going to make a good teacher of you. It is 
your personal contact and communion with the student 
that counts m making the class lively. 

(x) Try to remove the dement of drudgery from the class* 
room teaching, but remould dial your business is to 
teach and not tuftt to humour the claw 



MARlFTRl phonetic reader 


Da not get the doss taking about the language, or go 
ou tangents to some othrr topics. 

Finally, rcrnmihrT that the piescntation of some lucli 
points here is a strategy and not the goal. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Ravsai., R K. : 

Ovilinr */ General Phonetics 
Bombay, 1971. 

4 9 

Bell , C. A. : 

Tlir Bengal Secretariat Book 
Depor. Calcutta, 1919. 

Block And Trac.er : 

Outline cf Linguistic A naif sit 
Baltimore, McL 1942. 

Bi.oOMriEi.il, L : 

Language {rev cd ) 

Motdal Biui.irasid.-is 

Delhi, 1963. 

CiiaO, Y. R. : 

Mandarin Prtmtr 

Oxford Unhrniiy Press 
London* 1957. 

Daniel, J. j 

An Outline ttf English P hem tut 
(6th cd.) 

New York, 1940. 

Dir ing eh, p. ; 

Writing 

'Mia inn. A Huiborl 

London, 1965. 




lUANim'r mnNFTK header 


102 

Fry, D. B : 

Cww, K. S 

C»OKI>OV r H I 

GLEASON Jr. 

Crimson, G 

HaLI. Jr, K. 

HRrpat, R .\ 
Hockbtt, C. 
Hock li t, c. 



PnAxiic IMwriomina’ 

A iamuil of rtiOMtUJ ' ch. 1 2} 
Brilil M.ifniliriy fcd.) 

North Holland Publishing Go 
Amstrulau, !%&. 

• G.: 

Ao— Phoot tic R/nJtt 

Central Institute or Indian l~« 
Mysore, 1972. 

A. r 

Afodtrn Hit 

NiUnidli k Co., Ltd. 

Bangkok, 1 «Vl 

. Ii A ; 

Art Ivlrodticlion lo Duaifrlior 
Ungni slus 

Oxioui k IBH Publishing 

New Delhi, 19711- 

. A.: 

Ltognulic Smut of India 
| Vol. HI pun III) 

MotiLil Km.ira<»(lai 

Delhi, 1967. 

A* : 

Introductory Linguitiits 

Moiilul B.iTii»r.txi Lis 

Delhi, 1*#*!. 

1 S. : 

Control Phonetic* 

Mud t9ot), lybO. 

F. : 

A Count in Atodnn Lingontiti 
Nov York-, 1967. 

F.: 

A Manual of Pkortoin^jr 

Wavcrly Press, 

Ihtlimnrp 



Yu til lOT.KAniY 


iM'fck SJNCJII 


ItffYFK SlS«.H 


Jot.l tKAR. A\D TlW 

’this.) 


Karpiuk \k P. 


KHRLCMAKDRA 

StN'Cll, 


Kka'ioi ih (i„ P. : 


LaDEPO*..E£s P : 


Mai.MKKKu, B : 


m 


A Dficripti.r Crammer ef Mtmfritri 
(foi IIh' 4 tilling I 

Central Inkiirutr of 1 imIi.ui Lmi|{iiign 
Mysore 

fnturJmrtinn te Mcap^'i Script 
' forihcoiuinx Vol. J A If) 

(entral Institute* of Imiian Latiiu^tt 
M\nvr, 

,\ki : Decanegan Lipi Su.en.vp, Vikaj cut 
Simn \yay m_ 

Hindi Sahilya Blunder 
Lucknow, 1966. 

7 fipun Wtortelic Riadtr 

Gruttal Institute of Indian Layuas^es 

X.VSOIC, 1972. 

Muntf-vn la .Uamfivri A English 

N • Dir/hM') 

O. K.* Store 
ltxipluil, 196 4 

Ihf Lhitusr Lorguag/ Todrty 
Hutchinson University Libiaer 
I tuition. I%$. 

’Pkoartin 

(UCLA YVorkirur Paper* in Phonrtka 
(2t>7^ University of (Ldiloniin 
Las Angeles, 1971. 

Phuatliei 

Dover Publications 1st. 

Nr* York, 1963. 



104 


MANiHUK.1 ntoxrr k; htm>kk 


PATTANAYAk 


Pattanatak 


Pike, K L. : 


Pike, K. I.. : 


PiKF, K L. : 


RoiiEKT, P. S. 
Bow EK J. : 

VV|| I 1AM, U 


CHD : 


5 : 


l). P. ; Atfuelt vj Applied Li up* it ti<t 
Am* Publishing Hou** 

Bombay, 1969 

D. P. : A Note on Script*, Sciipt Rrforin, etc. 

(unpunished | 

O ntr.il Institute of Indian Lamniajcj, 
Mysore* 

Phonetics 

'I hr Hntchuixiu University Library 
Ann Aibnr, I96H 

Phunemit* 

Thr L'nivriMty of Michigan Pies* 

(11th cd.) Annr Arl>ol?tt>8 

Tens l.anghagrs 

The University of Michigan Ptt**x 
( 7llicd.) Ann Arlx>r, 1967. 

and 7 he Swinds of English and Spanish 

The University ©f Chicago Pir** 

(4th rd) ChirAt'n, l%3. 

The Sound* of Unpltih and Get wan 
THr University of Chiesujo Press, 

(4th rd.) Chicago, l‘*ih. 

Pctrivardkil Devanagart 

(Vntinl Hindi Ditectoratr 
Delhi, I9U>. 

Maaipkti Luafi Danan 

NaliAm] Sahitya Premi Samiti 
Iniphal, 1968. 



ERRA1 fi 


Pag* 

Incwntl 

Cor reel 

V 

tefjether 

together 

vfl 

■ 

— 

7 

W 

l «0 

11 

lUrcuUtnry 

articulatory' 

16 

[imK:] 

[ml,] 


ft*:] 

ft* ] 

22 

n4ttc: 

nktte: 

24 

obi 

o:b« 

25 

tho. 3 

t^O.'Q 


thu:g 

t k o:g 

26 

kkg 

kk:g 

28 


c;'t pmaimaba 

32 

tho. r) 

t b o:g 

35 

kh j 1 «*.- kh »t 

k h \\ J — k fc iit 

42 

phi jo: n 

p h ljo:n 

44 

derka:s 

<J;irk k a:s 

45 

MAAIIH hi 

MAKirURl) 

46 

IIONETIC 

ntONKTIC 

51 

[-On-a] 

[- 0 "-] 

5? 

jha:l 

j k a:l 

62 

inasmuch 

in as much 



* 


64 

Nil 

— 

69 

khown 

known 

72 

tfs'i ^ 

%%$ Lv». SL 

73 

U'5s* 7 f 

ST$S^T 

74 

monncylUbir 

— 

87 

an 

bam 

97 

nk 

ward* 

104 

pike, L 

pike, K.L. 



